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The job of Editor of a 'llagazine such as 
SKYSAILOR is, 11m sure you realise, not an easy 
one. Apart from the sheer logistical problems of 
reading, correcting and deciphering between 
fifteen and twenty-five thousand words of largely 
hand-written material, selecting the best contrib
utions, having them typed up, writing editorials, 
cutting and pasting; there are numerous aesthet
ic considerations, such as the overall balance and 
readability of each issue, which must be taken in
to account before the final layout can be decid
ed. What this means in numerical terms is that 
you have to fit sixty to one hundred person-hours 
of work into the space of ten days while holding 
down a full-time job and trying to get in some 
flying as well. Luckily, my job has been made a 
great deal easier by the tireless efforts of Adam 
Hunt, whose artistic talent and technical exper
tise have been largely responsible for the recent 
improvements in the visual quality of the maga
zine. It is therefore gratifying to find that one's 
efforts are appreciated and I would like to thank 
all those who have taken the time to convey to 
me their comments, criticisms, praise and sugges
tions. And in particular, I would like to thank 
Liz Coby, Ian J arman, Rod White and Dave Petrie 
who have actually committed their comments to 
paper so that all may share them. You will find 
their comments in the "Letters to the Editor" 
section. 

The most difficult task in preparing a magazine 
such as SKYSAILOR is in deciding what the read
er wants to read. This is particularly so when 
you consider the enormous diversity of our sport. 
While such diversity is one of the most attract
ive aspects of hang gliding, it leaves the Editor 
of its magazine with two choices: The first is 
to avoid publising any material which may be con
troversial or offensive to anyone at all. The in
evitable result of such a course is the production 
of a bland, dry, and mediocre newsletter which, 
while avoiding offence, also steers well clear of 
the prime directive of this magazine: i.e. "to 
provide a ready means of communication between 
hang gliding enthusiasts in Australia". 

The second choice is to allow the readers to indi
cate what they want to read through the items 
they submit for publication. This course, while 
it may offend some readers, is the only way to 
ensure that the magazine is an accurate reflect
ion of current trends within the membership. To 
take any other course would be a total betrayal 
of my duty as Editor, and an insult to those who 
make the effort to contribute. 

While all members' contributions are welcomed 
and every effort will be made to publish them 
wherever possible, there is one type of contrib

ution which will not even be considered for 



publication. Unsigned "hate mail" is not only 
usually of inferior quality, but exhibits cowardice 
to such an extent that it is totally out of keeping 
with the spirit of flight. As Editor, I cannot and 
will not take responsibility for the publication of 
any material unless I know its origins. I will, 
occasionally consider the publication of material 
under a pen-name, but only where there are gen
uine reasons for doing so, and where I know the 
identity of the contributor. Fortunately, I have 
only received one piece of unsigned material so 
far and I would suggest to "Disgrundled Reader" 
that you firstly take the trouble to learn the bas
ic rules of spelling and syntax, and then, if you 
want your views broadcast, sign your letters. 

Although the response so far received has been 
overwhelmingly positive, there has been one point 
of concern common to most of the criticisms I 
have received. This is that some of the more 
risque' material contained in recent humorous con
tributions should be toned down to avoid offend
ing such bodies as the D.O.A. and overseas read
ers. This shows a basic misconception of the 
purpose and role of the magazine. SKYSAILOR 
is a pilots' magazine whose primary function is 
the information and entertainment of members. 
It is provided free of charge to the D.O.A., some 
libraries, and overseas associations as a courtesy 

measure and, as such, has a subsidiary role as a 
public relations vehicle. But to suggest that the 
primary purpose of the magazine should be sub
ordinated to a minor concern of dubious validity 
is nonsense. Having worked in a Government 
Department and seen the number of "courtesy 
copies" of various publications received daily, I 
very much doubt that we run much risk of 
seriously upsetting any of the D.O.A.' s desk pil
ots, as it would be unlikely that any of them 
would have the time to give SKYSAILOR much 
more than a brief glance. 

For those who feel that the material in this pub
lication is sub-standard, I repeat the invitation of 
my first editorial: all you have to do is write 
something better. 

FLFlTi._RNDS 

Dates: 

Place: 

Seminars: 

HRNG GLIDING CROSS COUNTRY CHflLL£NG£ 

Practice Days:- Sat.21st.Dec.'85 
to 

Competition 
Days:-

Thurs. 26th. Dec.'85 

Fri. 27th. Dec.'85 
- Sun. 5th. Jan. '86. 

"Silver Row" via Tichborne (Newell 
Highway between Forbes and Parkes 
in Central N.S.W.). 

Last year's practice, of having daily 
seminars on topics related to tow 
launching, cross country flying and 
associated hang gliding mysteries, 
will be continued. Please assist if 
you think you can give a short talk 
on your favourite topic. See the 
entry form. 

Tasks: --- Tasks will be set, depending on 
weather conditions: 

Windy Days: 

Light/Nil Wind 
Days: 

Open Distance 
(along a route) or 
Race to a Goal. 
Race out and 

Race 
Triangular 

Return. 
around a 
Course .. 

(Remember - after 1.1.86 there will 
be five new "Speed around a Triang
ular Course" F.A.I. World records to 
be claimed). Scoring will be as 
recommended by the H.G.F.A. Comp
etitions Advisory Committee. The 
contest will be structured so that 
maximum "National Ladder" points 
may be claimed. 
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Entry: 

Entry 
Fees: 

non-thermal conditions (usually early 
morning and late aftenoon). (Some 
of last year's P.R.2's are now well
advanced P.R.3's with many tow 
launches behind them. - Watch out 
for them you hot-shot P.R.4 & 5's!!) 

All entrants must be current financ
ial members of H.G.F.A. for the dur
ation of the contest. (That means -

must have paid 1986 dues and be 
able to give proof of payment to 
the organisers). The organisers 
reserve the right to limit the num
ber of entrants, but this will not be 
done unless it is absolutely necess
ary. 

Open & Novice Class - $85.00 
($25.00 for site .:. $60.00 for contest 
costs). 
Non-participants who wish to fly dur
ing practice/contest days will pay 
site fees of $10.00 (for one day to 
four days) plus $2.50 per day after 
4th. day. 

No charge for attendance at semin
Oars. 

The landowner may charge a small 
fee for on-site camping. 

The whole of the contest entry fee 
is refundable if the entrant with
draws seven (7) days prior to the 
start of the contest. Partial 
refunds may be considered by the 
organisers for withdrawals after that 
time. Entries close 1.10.86. 

Requirements 
of Pilots: Usual contest/inland thermalling gear 

parachute (recently repacked), 
altimeter and D.O.A. concession 
map. C.B. radio for launch and con
test (i.e. Channel 10/14 - 27.125 
Mhz, plus launch channels. A 40 
Channel set is recommended). Don't 
forget - double hang loops, etc. are 
necessary. Cameras may be carried, 
but will not be essential. 

Launching: Tow launching by vehicle will be 
used. (Aero-tow launch may be per
mitted depending on the altitude of 
H.G.F.A. and D.O.A. and the contest 
organisers). It is intended to supply 
tow ropes, weak links and leaders. 
Pilots are requested to supply tow 
vehicles, drivers and tow gauges/ 
meters. Tow strips will be marked, 
and 6 or 7 pilots delegated to each 
strip. Where possible, pilots should 
arrange for their own group to 

Scoring: 

SKYSAILOR 

All P.R.3, P.R.4, and P.R.5 pilots 
will attempt the same daily task, 
and will be scored uniformly. 
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For the 
Beginners: 

All pilots will compete for places/ 
prizes in the Open Class. P.R.3 
pilots will also compete for places/ 
prizes in the Novice Class. 

P.R. 1 and P.R.2's may attend the 
seminars and assist with launching/ 
contest duties. P.R.2 pilots may be 
permitted to tow launch, under 
superVlSIOn of Safety Officers, in 
supply a vehicle and driver. Individ
ual pilots will have to either join an 
existing group, or get together and 
arrange a vehicle/driver. After com
pleting each day's first tow round, 
the remaining pilots may tow up be
hind any tow vehicle they wish. A 
nominal MAXIMUM charge for a tow 
launch (7,500' without weak link 
break) will be $2.00, collectable by 
the vehicle owner/driver. 

West Germany's Rainer 

Scholl faces Mecca 

before take-of f . 

Cerro Gordo, U.S.A. 

Take-of f a t Ce r ro Gordo . 

This da y 13 of 18 
pi l o ts b rok e 100 mil e s. 



1987 WORLD HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

MT.BuFFALO,VICTORIA,AuSTRALIA 

July 11th,1985 

Th e HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA is pleased to formally announce that the 

1987 World Hang Gl iding Champ ion s hi ps will be held at Mt.Buffalo,Victoria. 

The competition,which is held each 2 years and attracts up to 200 of the world's 

top hang glider pilots from over 30 countries,wi 11 commence immediately after 

Christmas 1987 and continue into 1988,thereby co-inciding with Austral ia's 

Bicentennial celebrations. 
, 

An organising committee has been establ ished,with the legendary Bill Moyes acting 

as Consulting Director.The Committee faces the major task over the next 2i years 

of preparing for the largest hang gl iding event this country will have seen since' 

the sport first became popular some 12 yea rs ago. 

The site at Ht.Buffalo is Australia's premier cross-country hang gliding site.For 

the past 5 years,it has hosted th e "Cross-Country Classic" - a, highly regarded 

event which attracts up to 75 top pilots from Austral ia and major overseas hang 

gliding nations. The 1985 contest was sponsored by 'Blue Stratus' and offered 

prize money of $20,000. 

From the take-off atop Mt.Buffalo,pilots fly out into the Ovens Valley and the 

excellent thermal conditions created by Australia's hot summers ~Iill ensure that 

conditions during the World Championships will be challenging for competitors and 

exciting for spectators. At least 5 fl ights of 160 km or more have been made from 

Mt.Buffalo in the past and it is quite probable that organisers will endeavour 

to set tasks on ideal days which could see new world distance records being 

set .{The straight 1 ine record is currently 298 km). 

Th e Austral ian team will almost certainly be favorites to win in 1987/88,hav ing 

taken out the Championship in Germany in 1983 and losing narro~lly to Britain in 

Austr ia in Hay this year. It was widely felt that an a noma ll y in th e sco ring 

system deprived the Australian s of a second straight I"in,so our te 3m \·I ill be 

out to settle the sore in 2 ~ years time. 

Support from the local townships of Bri9ht,Porepunkah and Myrtl eror ~ r a r hang 

gl iding has always been enthusiastic and it is est imated that up t u j ~JJ p~op le 

including competitors and officials wi ll 'take over' the a rea for cU'-utic>" of 

thi s major sporting event. 

MARTYN YEOMANS - PRESIDENT.H.G.F.A 
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STRESS LEVELS IN A HANG GLIDER 

AIR FRAME 

By Richard McWhinney 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Donations for this project are continuing to build 
towards the target sum of $1,000.00. 

Previous Balance at 5.7.85 $496.05 

Additional Donations: 

J. Phillips $10.00 

S. Rooney $ 5.00 

W. Hill (Appolo H.G.S.) $20.00 

Central Coast Hang 
Gliding Association $20.00 

O. Hayden $20.00 

J. Kelly $10.00 $85.00 

Balance at 9.8.85 $581.05 

Thanks to all the abovementioned people for 
their interest and support. 

12 August, 1985. 

TECHNICAL REVIEW 

It should be noted that the Stress Levels in a 
Hang Glider Air Frame project is only concerned 
with the in flight structural integrity of the 
major components in the glider air frame. At 
this stage no attempt is being made to analyse 
or test the flight characteristics of the glider. 
Obviously how well the glider flies is of equal 
importance as the structural safety of the glider. 

For this reason it has been decided to test a 
new glider which Is currently certified to the 
U.S.H.G.M.A. standards as this will ensure the 
test glider has acceptable flight characteristics. 
Testing of an already certified glider also gives 
us a cross reference to the Load Testing stand
ards as specified by the U.S.H.G.M.A. require
ments. Using a glider certifies to the 
U.S.H.G.M.A. give us a convenient base refer
ence for our tests and does not imply endorse
ment or rejection of the U.S. standard. 
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The following is an extract from the Load Test
ing requirements specified in the U.S.H.G.M.A. 's 
1984 Airworthiness Requirements for Hang 
Gliders. 

Load Testing: 

Gliders should be load tested to determine the 
maximum positive and negative limits of load
ing. All such testing must be documented by 
photographs and/or movie film of the glider 
for which certification is requested. 

In all loads tests, the glider must be suspend
ed or restrained from the pilot suspension 
point that provides the most adverse loading 
on that particular member. This paragraph 
does not apply in the case of analytically 
determined component loads based on actual 
dynamic flight test measured component loads. 

During vehicle or tow testing, the airflow 
should be shown to be reasonably uniform and 
not decelerated in the region of the intended 
attachment point of the glider. 

During vehicle or tow testing, the maximum 
airspeed may be documented or the airspeed 
attained be attested to by a principle of 
another H.G.M.A. member Company who 
observed the speed measuring device. 

Any major changes in design may be accomp
anied by a structural test or appropriate 
analysis. 

A summary specifically describing any equip
ment and its usage in loads tests must be in
cluded in the Record of Compliance. 

STRUCTURE: 

Loads: Strength requirements are specified 
in terms of limit loads (the maximum 
loads to be expected in service) and 
ultimate loads (limit loads multiplied 
by prescribed factors of safety). 
Unless otherwise provided, prescribed 
loads are limit loads. 

Factor of Safety: 

Unless otherwise provided, a factor of safety 
of 1.5 must be used. 

Stength and Deformation: 

(a) The structure must be able to 
support limit loads without detriment
al, permanent deformation. At any 
load up to limit loads, the deformat
ion may not- interfere with safe oper
ation. 



(b) The structure must be able to sup
port ultimate loads without failure 
for at least three seconds. 

FLIGHT LOADS: 

General: 

Requirements for strength testing are speci
fied in terms of a required test air speed at 
a required test angle of attack of the root 
section. 

Required Loading Conditions: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

NOTE: 

With the root section of +350 angle 
of attack, or the stall angle of 
attack as confirmed by documented 
tuft testing, the test speed for limit 
loads shall be a minimum of 53 
m.p.h. The test speed for ultimate 
loads shall be a minimum of 65 m.p.h 

With the roof section at _300 angle 
of attack, the test speed for limit 
loads shall be a minimum of 37 
m.p.h. The test speed for ultimate 
loads shall be a minimum of 46 
m.p.h. 

With the root section at -1500 angle 
. of attack, the test speed for limit 
loads shall be a minimum of 26 mph. 
The test speed for ultimate loads 
shall be a minimum of 32 mph. 

If the manufacturer can supply compelling docum
entation that the glider in question cannot 
exceed a speed of 50 m.p.h. when flown at the 
highest recommended wing loading, the ultimate 
test speeds for (a), (b) and (c), above may be set 
equal to Vd + 15 m.p.h., 70% of (Vd + 15 mph.) 
and 50% of (Vd + 15 mph.), respectively, except 
that the minImUm ultimate load test speed for 
the -1500 test must be at least 30 m.p.h. 

~ 

~l_~f~ 
~lk. 
~J.R 
!. !§l 
t.. f-... 
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ANNOUNCING 

A SCHOOL fOR THE WEST 

SUN CITY HANG GLIDING SCHOOL 

Lessons, Gliders and Accessories. 

from 

Ross (The Atherton Eagle) Duncan 

11 Chester Avenue, 
c..,~wo Ru UT A _ f\ 

AI-Tel: (095) 61 1311 

N.O.T.H.G.M. 

(Like a NOT AM) 

Parachute Shock 

by Nostradenis 

At a recent Newcastle H.G. Club Meeting, I was 
shocked to hear that we may be packing our 
back-up 'chutes incorrectly. Apparently a mem
ber had asked for a re-pack from a local para
chutist. When this bloke took out the 'chute, he 
was horrified at the way it had been packed. 

Being one of the lucky few certified "back-up 
'chute" re-packers (the only people allowed to 
re-pack parachutists reserve 'chutes), he was 
surprised that our 'chutes didn't have multitudes 
of elastic bands to hold the rigging lines together 
at each stow (fold in rigging lines). Ours had 
only two altogether. He complained of possible 
tangles, etc., etc •••• 

I went home and checked my re-pack instructions 
and confirmed that only two bands were needed 
(around each end of the bundle of rigging lines). 

The mystery was finally solved by Wes Hill, who 
had checked out many parachutes, and had them 
evaluated by parachute professionals. 

Our back-up 'chutes are vastly different to para
chutist's reserve 'chutes. They must DEPLOY 
RAPIDL Y AT LOW AIR SPEED, thus the loosely 
held rigging lines. IF YOU HAVE HAD A RE
PACK BY A PARACHUTIST WHO IS UNFAMIL
IAR WITH LOW SPEED, RAPID DEPLOYMENT 
PARACHUTES CHECK THE 'CHUTE 
CONfORMS TO THE MANUFACTURER'S RE
PACK INSTR.UCTIONS. 

If in doubt, I suggest you contact experts in 
Hang Gliding 'chutes, such as PARACHUTES 
AUSTRALIA (in Sydney). Let's hope we won't 
have to use our 'chutes, but let's be sure that 
they will work if we need them. 
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General Meteorology 
Part III 

In Part II of this series we learned about the 
basic elements regarding high and low 
pressure systems. We learned that high 
pressure systems generally bring clear skies 
along with stable flying conditions due to the 
sinkinll motion of air. Low pressure systems 
generally bring cloudiness with some precipi
tation due to the lifting of air. Here, we will 
learn how highs and lows develop and also see 
how highs and lows appear on an upper level 
weather map. 

Once you have understood this material, you 
will have a basic understanding of how a 
meteorologist forecasts the development of 
pressure systems. 

As we learned in Part I, the tropopause acts 
as a lid on the troposphere. The tropopause 

'TROPOPAUSE 

by Rick J esuroga 

the descending air, divergence occurs at the 
surface. 

Convergence and divergence aloft will 
generally occur in the troposphere between 
23,000 feet and 40,000 feet. It is this process 
of convergence and divergence aloft that is 
thought roughly to be the mechanism respon
sible for the development of high and low 
pressure systems. Before we begin our discus
sion of how I;onvergcnce and divergence aloft 
occurs, it is important that we become familiar 
with upper levc:l weather maps. 

Upper level weather maps depict 'the 
pressure patterns at certain specified levels. 
Upon these maps we find a number of solid 
lines called height contours. Their purpose is 
to illustrate the pressure gradient and general 

stream. The encircled area in figure 4 shows 
the area of greatesi mass accumulation. This is 
an example of convergence which could cause 
higher pressures at the surface. Another form 
of convergence and divergence aloft is the 
result of winds traveling at different speeds 
through the contours. An example of this is 
shown in figure 5. 

Here we see arrows illustrating the wind 
direction through the contours. The arrows 
with nags indicate wind speeds of 50 mph. Ar
rows without /lags indicate slower moving air. 

We see that faster moving air is blowing 
from point A while slower air is erllcring point 
A. From this we see that mass is being taken 
away from point A faster than it is being 
replaced. This is an indication of mass 

TROPOPAu:,E 

H';3h Pressure 

S\l~teYT\ 

~1J~fCll:e 77 7 7 / 7 / / 7 7 7 / 7 / 7 7 7 7 
Fi91 

SurfClce 7 / / /7 / / 7 /777 7// 
Fi3·2 

has the same general effect on the pressure 
systems as does the surface under it. Although 
the tropopause is mobile, it has a tendency to 
serve as a boundary of constrain!. This causes 
the air close to the tropopause to move along it 
rather than through it. As low pressure 
systems generally cause convergence at the 
surface, divergence generally occurs aloft near 
the tropopause. See figure 1. 

The motion of air is reversed within high 
pressure systems. See figure 2. Here, con
vergence occurs aloft causing an accumulation 
of air in the upper regions of the troposphere. 
As the tropopause restricts the air from mov
ing upward, the air must descend downward 
toward the surface. As the surface constrains 
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air flow around regions of high and low 
pressure. See figure 3. As a topographical 
chart depicts height changes along the surface 
of the earth, contours illustrate height changes 
of a particular pressure level on upper level 
weather maps. If this seems somewhat vague, 
think of the contours in figure 3 as steps rising 
to higher pressure or descending to lower 
pressure. Now let's discuss convergence and 
divergence aloft. 

Directional convergence is the result of wind 
blowing from wide conlOurs into very narrow 
contours. An example of this is shown in 
figure 4. 

Here we sec: wind blowing through a weak 
pressure gradient that strengthens down· 

divergence, which may develop lower 
pressures at the surface below point A. 

Now look at point B in figure 5. Here we see 
that faster moving air is entering at point B 
while slower moving air is blowing from i!. 
More mass is entering point B than is being 
taken away. This illustrates convergencl!, 
which may rl!sult in higher pressures at the 
surface. 

Whik speed and directional convergence 
and divergence are important contributors to 

the production of highs and lows, there are 
more significant and more complicated pro
cc~~es th;ll we will consider next. 

In the upper regions of the troposphere we 
find many factor~ occurring simultaneously 



Fi9':' 
Upper Lellel Wea.ther Mop of the Middle T\'opo~phere 

::================:;-;t;ra~t~in~g~th~e:-w:;in:d;-;sp:e~ed and direction through 

Speed Canver,ence a.nd Dive~,ence. 
countou,&") 

Fa.~ter Mav i"3 Air 

that playa part in causing divergence aloft. 
Upper level weather maps illustrate a number 
of important things like temperature, 
moisture, jet streums and areas of nigh and low 
pressure. The comours on upper level weather 
maps illustrate a low pressure area as a trough 
while a high pressure area is called a ridge. See 
figure 6. 

For simplicity, this upper level weather map 
of approximately 30,000 feet coma ins three ' 
important items we will consider. First, we see 
a ridge oyer the Western United States shown 
by the anlicyclonically curving contours 
extending northward imo Canada. Second, we 
see a trough over the Midwest shown by the 
cyclonically curving cOnlours extending south
ward imo Mexico. Third, we see arrows illus-

the contours. Again, some arrows comain flags 
indicating wind speeds of 50 mph . Some of 
these arrows have two flags indicating wind 
speeds of 100 mph. We will consider this area 
of high speed wind to be the polar from jet 
stream. Now let's look at what happens as the 
jet stream /lows through the curve at the bot
tom of the trough . See figure 7. 

Here we see the jet crossing the contours 
and exiting the trough to the southeast. As a 
race car skids to the outside of a curve because 
of centrifugal force, the jet stream will skid 
IIcross the contours. The contours in figure 7 
show a tendency to spread and follow the jet 
where it is overshooting the trough. This 
spreading of the comours indicates divergence 
aloft and is usually an excellent place for the 
formation of a low pressure system below. An 
upper level weather map may be the first place 
a meteorologist will look when preparing a 
forecast. 

The main idea regarding these three ex
amples of convergence and divergence aloft is 
to give a basic explanation of what takes place 
in the upper regions of the troposphere, caus
ing the development of high and low pressure 
systems. You should remember that the at-

Area. of G rea.te5t 
Ma.'.>'.> Accuml.4la.tior\ 

mosphere is a very complex system. There are 
many other factors which will determine the 
formation of high and low pressure systems. A 
meteorologist must consider each of these fac
-"rs separately from six pressure levels at in
tervals of twelve hours in order to forecast the 
development of the weather. 

In conclusion, we see that high and low 
pressure systems generally originate in the up
per regions of the troposphere. Convergence 
and divergence aloft may be responsible for 
the development of surface highs and lows. 
Speed convergence and divergence aloft is the 
result of winds traveling Ilt different rates of 
speed through the contours . Directional con
vergence and divergence aloft is the result of 
wind blowing from wide contours to contours 
which become narrow. A more important 
form of convergence and divergence aloft may 
often result from the overshooting of the jet 
stream around curved contours. 

As hang glider pilots, we will always have 
something new to learn, while trying to deter
mine the potential soaring conditions of each 
day. In Part 4 of this series, we will cover cold 
and warm froms along with their associated 
weather and cloud types, as well as cloud 
development ...... 

~--------------------------------~ ~--------------------------------~ 
Urper Le~el Map 

3°1000 Foot Level 
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ADDRESS: 

• Instruments 
• Harness 

• Learner School 
• Sales & Service 

DALES ROAD, VIA CHEVALLUM. 
• Back-up Chutes • Repairs 
• Motor Gliders • Accessories P ALMWOODS. 4555 Phone: (071) 45 9185 

PROUDLY INTRODUCES 

The all new 

The all-purpose FUN TO FLY glider, designed to take the Beginner Pilot through to XC 

flying. This 60% double surfaced, enclosed X Bar Glider can be detuned to mush land 

like a chocolate bar, yet blow them away (the other single surface learner-intermediate 

ships) with a top speed not that far behind the HOT ships. 

The VISION is designed as a First Glider - the average week-end pilot's FUN Glider -

and a Glider with a frame strong enough to take an Ultralight TRIKE Conversion. 

In the Tightest setting it is only slightly behind the Hot Ships in the Top end and L.D.; 

but the Handling is so much better that the average Pilot will core thermals so much 

more consistently that he will get higher and go further. 

Ask about a Demo or Test Fly. 
CrR ven ~ romotions . 
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Editor's Note: 

The policy of SKYSAILOR is to 
publish all members' letters un
edited. The following letter 
was received from Graham Mer
cer, for publication in the Aug
ust issue. Due to certain crit
icisms of Denis Cummings which 
were of a personal nature, it 
was necessary to offer Denis the 

opportunity to reply in the same 
issue. 

I apologise, Graham, for the de
lay this caused to the publicat
ion of your letter, but I feel 
sure that you understand that 

I must try to be fair. 

Dear Sir, 

I have just finished reading Den
nis Cumings' article about the 
world record attempts in Alice 
Springs late last year, (May 'B5 
Skysailor) and can only say that 
Dennis appears to be self-indulg
ent, inconsiderate and ill-inform
ed. 

He complains about the small 
area within which they were re
stricted, and of being "severely 
limited" whilst being "in one of 
the most remote parts of the 
country". 

The "small area" Denis 
to was in fact some 
square miles in area. 

refers 
9,500 

As for the flying being restrict
ed to the north western quad
rant there were very good reas
ons for this. The eastern bound
ary was the Stuart Highway, 
all hang gliding operations were 
restricted to at least· one mile 
east of the highway, thereby 
creating a buffer between hang 
gliders and aircraft. The Yuen
dumu Road was used similarly 
as the western boundary and air
craft approaching Alice Springs 
from the N. W. were kept to the 
west of that road. Operations 
could not be permitted any fur
ther south than Bond Springs 
gliding strip because Alice 
Springs' primary control zone be
gins only 4nm south of Bond 
Springs. (These same geographic-

al restrictions apply to sailplanes 
operating at Bond Springs all 
year round, except that they can 
only operate within 25 nm of the 
Alice Springs airport. Occasion
ally they are allowed to go as 
far as a 50nm radius of Alice 
airport. This is far more re
strictive than the area which 
Dennis was allowed to operate 
in). 

As far as being "severely limit
ed" in a "remote area", I have 
to disagree. Because the area 
is remote, Alice Springs is the 
hub of aviation in Central Aust
ralia. As such, aircraft arrive 
and depart Alice to all points 
of the compass carrying people 
and suplies to the outlying com
munities and stations that are 
spread throughout the centre. 
The Alice Springs airport aver
ages 100 to 150 aircraft per 
day, virtually all within daylight 
hours, so while the area may be 
geographically remote it is fair
ly busy in aviation terms. 

The objections to height restrict
ions show a complete lack of 
understanding to the airspace 
within which he was operating. 
The hang gliding point of take
off was less than IBnm from a 
major controlled airport, hand
ling Boeing 727 and 737, DC9 
and F2B type aircraft reguarly 
as well as many light aircraft. 
Bond Springs is only 4nm from 
the boundary of the primary con
trol zone, and situated under 
controlled airspace which com
mences at 4,000 amsl (approx. 
1,BOOft. agI)o The hang gliding 
area was also within the area 
that arriving and departing air
craft would normally be climb
ing and descending through. This 
required diverting aircraft and/ 
or placing limitations and re
strictions on their climbs and de
scents to keep them clear of 
the hang gliding area, either lat
erally or vertically. 

Denis' complaints about flying 
at Ayers Rock are oversimplif
ied to the point of absurdity. 

1. Ayers Rock is situated with
in the Yulara mandatory 
broadcast zone (MBZ) which 
is an area of 30nm radius, 
0-10,000 ft. amsl. designated 
specifically because of the 
large number of aircraft that 

operate within that area. 

2. The 300 ft. restriction was 
not a special restriction but 
the standard limitation as de
tailed in ANO 95.B. The 
new ANO 95.B will recognise 
the need for special restrict
ions in these areas and spec
ifically limits height to 300 
ft. in an MBZ even when the 
new 5,000 ft. amendment 
comes into operation. 

3. Permission to fly at Ayers 
Rock does not rest solely 
with DOA - try also consider
ing the Central Lands Coun
cil, the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, the Conser
vation Commission and the 
Mutitjulu community. (Speak
ing of the aboriginal commun
ities, did Dennis and the 
others in the group arrange 

entry permits for the group 
to enter aboriginal lands in 
and around the Yuendumu 
area? - I suspect not). 

4. Dennis' "I can fly anywhere 
I like - who the stuff do you 
think you are telling me I 
can't", attitude didn't help 
to advance his cause either. 

congratulate Dennis and the 
other members of the visiting 

group on their records and suc
cesses, they obviously know 
what they are doing when it 
comes to actually flying, and 
can get the best out of their 
gliders. However, unless Dennis 
learns much more about air
space management and his re
sponsibilities in sharing airspace, 
along with some public relations 
training and a dose of humility 
he will rarely be able to 
extract the same peak perform
ance from people that he can 
from his glider. 
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I cannot stress too strongly that 
the only way that DO A, the var
ious general aviation bodies, the 
airline bodies and other sporting 
aviation groups are going to 
accept us as a serious airspace 
user is for us to openly display 
responsibility, consideration and 
a thorough understanding of air
space management. 
"Spitting ' out our dummies" be
cause we are not allowed access 
to every square inch of sky 
does not enhance the impression 
that we make. 

Yours truly, 

Graham Mercer 

Reply from Denis Cummings: 

Dear Ed., 

Thanks for the chance to reply 
to Graham Merc er's "dummy 
spit". I feel Graham has over
reacted to my criticism of 
Alice Springs as a suitable place 
to conduct hang gliding activit
ies. My criticism is due to the 
restrictions placed on us operat
ing TO THE fULL CAP ABILIT-
1Es of our art at that location. 
I can assure you that these re
strictions are unique to Aust
ralia. 

Accordingly, I refute the "ill
informed" charge. Ever since 
obtaining my Hang 5 (now PR5) 
rating - one of the first granted 
in 1979 - I have kept updating 
my stock of D.O.A. publications. 
These include:- V.F .G. (Visual 
Flight Guide), V.E.C.'s., V.T.C.'s 
E.R.S.'s., W.A.C.'s., some 
A.I.C.'s and Notams as well as 
all current A.N.O.'s on Hang 
Gliding, Gliding and Ultralights. 
I 'also subscribe to Australian 
and overseas publications in 
these fields, as well as having 
Australian Manuals of Standard 
Procedures, Handbooks and var
ious draft publications of 
H.G.F.A., G.F.A. and A.U.F. 
I am currently collecting copies 
of overseas airspace rules relat
ing to the use of Hang Gliders. 

I can assure Graham that, as 
big and as busy as Alice Springs 
airport appears to him, it is 
tiny by Australian and World 
standards. A hang glider pilot 
in, say, America or Europe, 
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would have no legal difficulty 
flying some 30 kms. away from 
an airport with such low acitiv
ity - 100 + movements in 14 + 

hours of daylight, many being 
light aircraft, is low activity. 

Graham missed one of my major 
complaints against D.O.A. 
ground staff, (such as himself 
and his boss - the man from 
whom we attempted to obtain 
concessions), and SOME greedy 
power pilots. These people re
fuse to let us and other sport 
aviation groups SHARE airspace. 
As I told his boss after a 737 
flew below one of our group 
near the Bond Springs strip,(H.G. 
pilot was about 8,000' ASL, 
2,000' below our upper limit), 
we don't mind the commuter 
boys flying with us. In fact, 
we should do ' it more often. It 
is only by getting together, both 
in the air and on the ground, 
that we can get to know each 
other. The lack of appreciation 
and knowledge between the hang 
gliding, general aviation, comm
ercial aviation, sport aviation, 
the military and D.O.A. commun
ities, is the biggest hurdle to 
safe, less-restricted aviation. 
It's definitely the biggest hurdle 
to us ever getting a FAIR 
SHARE of airspace in the coun
try. 

I quote from my submission to 
the "Dick Smith" aviation 
inquiry:-

"In other countries, hang gliders 
(and others) may operate in 
much more congested airspace 
with much more freedom than 
here. They are accepted as leg
itimate users of airspace and 
are treated accordingly. Pilots 
of hang gliders in these count
ries respect and obey the air 

for flight". It is apparently 
O.K. for international glider 
pilots to launch and land at his 
"busy" strip while attempting 
world records, when Australian 
glider and hang glider pilots are 
denied similar privileges, either 
at a strip 30 kms. away, or at 
a dirt, unused strip near a min
or holiday resort. The saddest 
part of the saga was that 
D.O.A. officials at Alice Springs 
had been contacted and inform
ed of the group's plans well in 
advance, and the group had ver
bal approval for the planned act
ivities - especially at "The Rock" 
- well in advance. It was only 
a day or two prior to the plann
ed flights (and T.V. coverage) 
that his boss said "NO". The 
reason given for this refusal 
was not explained to us as Grah
am does in his letter. It was 
as I described previously in my 
report. Maybe D.O.A. need to 
employ P.R. people - or are 
they above all that!! 

I may be self-indulgent in trying 
to use some of the vast Aust
ralian airspace for my sport. 
It makes me very inconsiderate 
of public servants who deny me, 
and my fellow pilots, the use of 
our uncluttered skies. Especial
ly since it's been now some six 
years since we, with heaps of 
P.R., humility, and being nice, 
tried to get a realistic and use
able A.N.O. I just hope that, 
if and when Graham rises in the 
ranks of D.O.A. he starts show
ing some P.R. skills in inform
ing all sections oJ the aviation 
community of the logic behind 
the multitude of unique rules 
and regulations which he will be 
expected to police. 

Denis Cummings. 

navigation rules something r-D1]--=-----O---7-fP-=------V--::::--, 
that has been impossible in this ~ 1"\ 0 
country. Here, I lay the blame V 
at the feet of D.O.A. Their 
closed-mind attitude of air-
space usage and "rules and con
cessions", instead of sane, work
able airspace rules is recognised 
by mose of the aviation industry 
in Australia". 

.. :THE VI SVAt.. QVALIT't. OF YOUfS 

MAG.O~ONCO~~ 
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Dear Chris, 

thought your July editorial 
was very good. I'm pleased 
that some emphasis was put on 
the non-competitive aspects of 
a better organisation of Hang 
Gliding. If the response to the 
Team Fund was any indication, 
most pilots don't have much 
committment to competition, 
nor perceive its benefits. Never
theless, as you point out, they 
have much potential to be "good 
for the sport as a whole". From 
all reports the Northern Beaches 
club is a great success in this 
regard, and I have no doubt 
that other similar groups would 
benefit many fliers and avert 
many of the "tragedies" of the 
post-school, pre-flying hopeful. 
But rather than pushing for a 
better organisation by emphas
lSlng the (minority) fear of a 
hiding by the British, perhaps 
we would be more likely to 
succeed by appealing to every
one's dream of more and better 
flying. 

Regards, 
David Petrie. 

Dear Chris, 

I'd just like to add another per
spective to some of the comm
ents in last month's editorial. 

I am not all that sure we (the 
Oz Team) are really considered 
underdogs but more a collection 
of individual talents. It has 
taken the application of the nat
ional ladder system to team sel
ection to bring us into serious 
contention for the team prizes. 
The reason there is doubt is the 
lack of historically supported 
evidence of our team depth .... 
the the last two World Comps. 
have guaranteed that we will 
definitely not be considered 
underdogs in '87. 

While must agree that the 
British League system has 
brought their general cO.l1petit
ion standards to such a sophist
icated level it must be remem
bered that such a system can 
not work here due to the spread 
of our pilots. Secondly, and 
more important, is the Team sel
ection process in Britain does 
not rely on the results of the 
league. While the League-

British Champ will get a place 
on their team because of his 
consistency, the remaining 
places are chosen in a far more 
subjective manner, involving an 
all-in discussion of any pilot, 
that has in the past or at the 

time, shows the skills THEY (the 
compo pilots) consider relevent 
to winning the team title at the 
worlds. At no stage is a form
ula applied to a points system 
used as the sole or even major 
selective process. 

Personally, I doubt whether Aust
ralian Pilots are mature enough 
to select their BEST team in 
such a manner. For example, 
would we choose a pilot who 
had not entered any contests or 
even flown since the 'last World 
champs., and select him purely 
on that experience and perform
ance? the Brits have 
done that twice with Graham 
Slater and in '83 and this year 
he was a positive power, finish
ing 6th. and adding his bit to 
their victory. All this has prec
ious little to do with decentral
ised organisation although your 
point about clubs is extremely 
valid to all aspects of develop
ment of pilots. What is import
ant to the Brits is not scoring 
points at this contest or that, 
but just straight out experience 
and proven International compet
ition ability in a team sense. 
At one point Derek Evans, their 
team manager, had his team 
(including the winning Pendry) 
packing the truck for home in 
protest over a rule change .... 
when Australian pilots attain 
that level of selfless committ
ment to the team's perform
ance, that standard of maturity; 
an ability to look beyond their 
own position, then the Austral
Ian team will be considered the 
strongest and not a group of 
young, exuberant, talented indiv
idualists. 

This will only be achieved 
through a sense of unity, 
through an acceptance of a nat
ional competition philosophy and 
the sublimation of individual per
sonalities and extraneous pro
fessional goals. 

doubt if we have what it 
takes. 

,la!l Jarman, 
Team Member. 

Dear Chris, 

The other major thrust of your 
editorial, as briefly mentioned 
above, refers to the support a 
pilot receives from clubs, and 
their more experienced mem
bers. While I pick no fault with 
such a system, I am however 
bored by your continued deni
gration of the professional 
school system under the guise 
of informed editorial comment. 
To assume that no schools offer 
anything beyond "the barest rud
imentary....... introductory 
course" is absolute tripe and to 
imply that the continuation/drop 
-out rate is directly related to 
this system also reflects a dis
regard for evidence to the con
trary. While no system is 
devoid of problems or cannot be 
changed for the better, as yet 
no other system has lasted or 
proven as practically successful, 
for handling the number of 

people wishing to just have a 
go, and find out what this sport 
has to offer. Your profferred 
example of a training system, 
i.e. the British System, is so eff
icient . that their membership 
shrinks weekly, cannot support 
an intermediate/beginner glider 
market, and has remained 
entrenched in rogallo mentality. 
Another example of inability to 
provide what people want, is 
the Gliding Federation's honor
ary-club instructor system. 
Where is that sport looking to 
stem the flood of vanishing 
members? It is in fact keeping 
a very close eye on our pro
gress. 

It is not the Idealistic good 
works of the few, but the over
whelmingly improved record of 
safe operation brought about by 
day-in/day-out activities of the 
the, "user pays" professional 
schools tht has pushed Hang 
Gliding into a respectable posit
ion in the sporting and aviation 
communities ....... How many pos
itive articles, interviews, etc. 
about schools, and businesses 
in hang gliding have gone to 
print and air over the last four 
years? 
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The Northern I3eaches Club is 
a success because of the enthus
iasm and commitment of those 
involved. .. maybe the reason 
;nore such clubs aren't around 
is because not everyone is that 
committed or enthusiastic or 
they are happy with a system 
that lets the professionals get 
on with the job while they en
joy the skills they gained in 
those same professional schools. 

No-one is pushing professional 
schools down your throat, nor 
are the positive influences of 
club activities to be disregarded 
but please do not abuse the 
power of your editorship by pres
enting biased and uninformed 
opinion. Our new members 
need responsible direction whilst 
they find their way in a newly 
chosen sport. 

Ian Jarman, 
Cloudbase H.G. Centre, and, 
National Coaching Co-ordinator. 

Editor's Note: 

"Tripe" is defined by The Concise 
Macguarie Dictionary as: 

"the first and second divisions 
of the stomach of a ruminant, 
esp. of the ox kind, prepared 
for use as food". It is also 
very good for you, despite being 
unpalatable to some. 

I am sorry, Ian, that some of 
my analyses of our present way 
of organising ourselves should 
prove so distasteful to you, but 
I fail to see why you should use 
your personal discomfort as an 
excuse to selectively quote pass
ages out of context in order to 
advance any particular point of 
view. Had you read the offend
ing Editorial more closely, I 
suggest that your discomfort 
would have been considerably re
duced. For example, to regard 
my comments about post
school progress as "continued 
denigration of the professional 
school system under the guise 
of informed editorial comment", 
requires a total disregard for 
the context in which those com
ments were written. At no 
time did I denigrate, or even 
criticise the professional school 
system which, I believe, is doing 
an adequate job within the very 
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strict limitations of commercial 
viability. To suggest that this 
system is incomplete and needs 
to be augmented by affirmative 
and co-ordinated action on a 
National, State and Local level 
is, I contend, hardly an abuse 
of one's position as Editor. I 
suggest that next time you 
d~dde to label someone else's 
arguments as "biased and unin
formed", you at least read those 
arguments, rather than condemn
ing them after a brief glance. 

With regard to your comments 
about the lack of positive art
icles about hang gliding business
es, it seems that no-one has 
ever bothered to contribute one. 
I suggest that if you want this 
magazine to publish such mater
ial, you should either contribute 
it yourself, or encourage other 
entrepeneurs to do so. 
Although, if the standard of hang 
gliding businesses is as high as 
you suggest, then surely some 
satisfied customers would have 
been moved before now to heap 
praise on them through this mag
azine. The fact that this hasn't 
happened is, in itself, a strong 
indication that there is still con
siderable room for improvement. 
The other letters concerning the 
issue in this section tend to add 
further weight to the argument. 
Until we start to look at these 
criticisms in a responsible mann
er, rather than just allowing ego
tism to govern our responses, we 
will remain nothing more than 
a childish self-congratulation 
society. Surely a pursuit as 
noble as flight deserves a little 
better than that. 

Dear Sir, 

Congratulations on the fine 

Editor's Note: 

During 1976, Bob Lewis complet
ed over 50 successful loops be
fore he finally managed to stall 
on top of one, thus causing 
serious damage to the flora on 
Tallows Ridge. As I personally 
witnessed about 5 or 6 of these 
loops, I can assure you that it 
is possible, although highly dan
gerous, to loop a hang glider. 
For anyone considering such a 
manouevre, I recommend that 
you learn to fly one of the 
excellent aerobatic aeroplanes 
that are available, as these are 
designed to fly upside-down. 

work that you and your assoc 

~~~~Zi~~~ doing on "our own~~~~. 
Thanks, 
Mark Burger. 

Dear Chris, 

Just a short note to say that I 
would like to hear from anyone 
who has successfully looped a 
hang glider. 

Regards, 

Chris (Space) Hunter. 

.: - - -

~. 



Dear Editor, 

Congratulations for your July 
editorial, cover and many great 
articles. Continuing the theme 
of your editorial, I would like 
to make some relevant points 
concerning Australian pilots' nat
ional and individual progress. 
Our magazine is a reflection of 
our pilots' and our Associations' 
approach to our sport. When 
you read magazines such as 
"Wings!", "Hang-Gliding" and 
"Whole Air", you soon see 
another reason why our foreign 
peers do so well. Each issue is 
full of information to educate 
their pilots in all aspects of 
flight and to keep them up to 
date with the evolution of the 
sport. This is an area where 
"Skysailor" often falls short. Too 
often many articles are publish
ed which present a negative 
image to fellow pilots and non
fliers. These same articles 
don't help us to advance in fly
ing skills or to present a posi
tive public image: particularly 
important as we continue to 
struggle for airspace and to be 
recognised by fellow aviators; 
the general public; government 
departments (and potential spon
sors!). Surely, if we have at 
heart the aim to see Australia 
turn out better flights and 
pilots we can see how these neg
ative aspects work against this 
aim. If we're so short of 
decent material to publish - put 
out smaller issues! The money 
saved on the typing and printing 
could then be channelled into 
other areas of our sport: In the 
opening of new sites; formation 
of local clubs; purchase of 
equipment; pilot training, etc. 

we don't have anything 
positive to contribute to help 
educate fliers and non-fliers, 
let's not bother! 

So if 

Instead let's all try to put Aust
ralia back as the world leader 
of , our sport and to help make 
us all better pilots: By contrib
uting in a positive way to our 
magazine and to Hang-gliding in 
Australia. 

Yours faithfully, 
Liz Coby. 

Editor's Note: 

With regard to your comments 
about the lack of informative 
educational articles, I couldn't 
agree more. Australian pilots 
may be among the best in the 
world, but when it comes to 
meaningful contributions to the 
sport, our record is nothing 
short of appalling. I had hoped 
to encourage more pilots to 
share their experience, by person
ally contributing regular theory 
articles, but this didn't seem to 
work. The editorship of 
SKYSAILOR presented me with 
an opportunity to take an oppos
ite path by publishing some 
rather risque black humour in 
an attempt to provoke a 
response, and, believe it or not, 
it seems to be working! Never
theless, we still need more 
articles directed at providing 
useful information for P.R. 1-3 
pilots. I suggest that these 
pilots can help themselves here 
by pressuring any experienced 
pilots they may know to commit 
some of their knowledge to 
paper. 

With regard to your comments 
about our image, all I wish to 
add is that, sooner or later we 
are going to have to stand on 
our own two feet, rather than 
relying on the approval of the 
general public. Hang gliding is, 
and always will be, a fringe 
activity, with a fair proportion 
of its devotees being regarded 
as looneys or eccentrics. Due 
to this, we will always attract 
more than our fair share of hos
tility from those rabbits who 
choose to remain ground-bound. 
But then, as Einstein once said: 
"Great spirits have encountered 
violent opposition from mediocre 
minds". 

With regard to your comments 
about cutting back on 
SKYSAILOR to finance such 
things as pilot training, site 
improvements and the purchase 
of equipment, successive gener
ations of national executive 
committees have decided to con
sider themselves above such 
grubby side issues. After all, 
such trifling concerns as the 

future of our sport can surely 
be left up to the "invisible 
hand" of the market place while 
the committee gets on with im-

portant concerns such as the re
naming of the pilot rating 
system. But seriously, consider
ing the size of the surplusses 
currently being accumulated by 
I-I.G.F.A. and N.S.W.H.G.A., it 
is hardly necessary to cut back 
on anything. The funds are 
available, they just aren't being 
spent. While I am Editor of 
this magazine, and a member of 
the national committee, I will 
continue to campaign for our 
funds to be spent constructively 
in the areas you suggest. How
ever, I feel it is neccesary to 
remind you that the committee 
is not omniscient, and cannot be 
expected to think up an unlimit
ed supply of worthy projects. 
In this we rely on suggestions 
from those who know; i.e. we 
the members. 

I apologise for the extreme 
length of this note, but I feel 
that the points raised - in your ' 
letter have an urgent relevance 
which demands full considerat
ion from all those who take 
flight seriously. 

Dear Chris, 

I desire to write this article for 
unedited printing in Skysailor, 
as your word implies you will. 
This letter is written, in light 
of recent publications of contrib
uted testimonies, beliefs and car
toons in our magazine, as a per
sonal testimony of my life 
experience over the past nine 
years of soaring the wind. 

The pure joy of flight in all its 
enthralling beauty and glory led 
me for many years through 
countless life experiences, but 
all of these being nothing in 
comparison to the experience, 
less than two years ago, of be
ing born again into the Kingdom 
of God. I read recent articles 
of life experiences of pilots pro
fessing to be born again, yet as 
close as the parallels of flying 
are to soaring in the Holy 
Spirit. If you have been born 
again, not of perishable seed, 
but of imperishable, through the 
living and enduring Word of 
God, it becomes easy to under
stand the way of an eagle in 
the sky. 
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How easy it is to be deceived 
into thinking we are born again, 
lord and god of our own life, 
flying to the clouds, believing 
we know it all. I used to think 
I did!, until my eyes were open
ed. One day 10,000 ft. above 
inland Victoria, I saw the real
ity of God. 

Do you not know? Have you 
not heard the Lord is an ever
lasting God, the Creator of the 
ends of the Earth. He will not 
grow tired or weary, and His 
understanding no one can fath
om. He gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power 
of the weak. Even youths grow 
tired and weary . and young men 
stumble and fall, but those who 
hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not grow faint. 

I landed a different man that 
day after 7 3/4 hours and 128 
kms. I was exhausted, yet I had 
met God. Shortly afterwards I 
was born again, accepting Jesus 
Christ into my life, so I tell 
you the truth. No one can 
enter the Kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and 
the Spirit. 

We hang glider pilots are such 
privileged people in being gifted 
with the ability to fly, especial
ly in this time of the world. 
To observe the earth from the 
wings of the wind we more than 
anybody are privileged, for since 
the creation of the world God's 
invisible qualities, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have 
been clearly· seen, being under
stood from what has been made, 
so that men are without excuse 
to not acknowledge God. 

Does the eagle soar at your 
command? Does the hawk take 
flight by your wisdom? It is 
God Who makes the clouds His 
chariot, and rides on the wings 
of the wind. 

I believe Skysailor is a great 
magazine and opportunity for 
everyone to communicate, 
exhorting one ariother to seek 
the true reality of flying spirit
ually and physically, instead of 
filling our magazine with 
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garbage. For although they 
knew God they neither glorified 
Him as God nor gave thanks to 
Him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Although they 
claimed to be wise, they 
became fools, and exchanged 
the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like 
mortal man and birds. 

Let's fill our magazine with the 
miracles of flight and life. 

Any comments? 

See you in the clouds, 

Rod White. 

Dear Chris, 

Your Editorial in the August 
issue was, as usual, punchy and 
controversial. Whilst I obviously 
agree that hang gliding is "some
thing special", it is only special 
to its participants. It is unreal
istic to expect "special" treat
ment from bodies such as 
D.O.A. (in regard to airspace), 
especially in view of the early 
history of hang gliding. In other 
words, we are only just getting 
over the stigma of how hang 
gliding was in the early to mid 
70's, i.e. home-made rag-bags 
flown by self-taught "pilots", lot 
of accidents, etc., etc. True, 
the new A.N.O. is about four 
years' late, but I believe the 
exemptions granted recently 
over most of N.S.W. indicate 
that the "authorities" do now 
perceive that hang gliding's 
"special" qualities are compat
ible with all other forms of 
aviation. Regulations dealing 
with hang glider's use of air
space are no more unrealistic 
or avoidable than road rules 
which require push bikes to stop 
at red lights and travel on the 
left side of the road. Bureau
cracy can be a pain in the bum 
but it's ususally preferable to 

anarchy! 

This brings me to the next point 
- your comments about H.G.F.A. 
"bureaucracy". The point about 
renewing memberships on time 
is not simply a bureaucratic 
exercise. If members do not 
renew by December 31st. each 
year, they automatically become 

uninsured. The effects of a ser
ious "third party" accident by 
an uninsured pilot could be cat
astrophic for the whole hang 
gliding community, e.g. the 
injured parties could sue Safety 
Officers, Associations, Clubs or 
individual pilots. Second, if 85-
90% of members can renew in 
the three months prior to 
year's end, why can't the other 
10-15%? As it happens, I agree 
that a financial penalty is (and 
was) inappropriate; immediate 
cessation of the magazine and 
lack of insurance should encour
age tardy members to pull their 
finger out. 

However, as you are aware, the 
"penalty" provisions were voted 
out at this year's Convention 
and an "incentive" scheme voted 
in, whereby the State fee will 
be discounted by $5.00 if the 
member pays on time. Your 
comments about the H.G.F.A. 
Constitution are, I think, mis
chievously misleading. H.G.F.A 
only acts as banker for the 
States as far as their proportion 
of the membership fee is con
cerned. Since the State dele
gates at the H.G.F.A Convent
ion represent their State Comm
ittees; and ----since it was 
unanimous that the State fee be 
increased by $5.00 (but discount
ed for members who pay on 
time), it is safe to assume that 
each State Committee will sup
port its delegate when setting 
1986 membership fees. If how
ever, individual States choose 
not to increase the fee and/or 
not to offer a discount, they 
are at perfect liberty to do so. 

To conclude, suggest that 
whilst the actual procedure put 
into effect by the 1983 Conven
tion may have been a little 
crooked, the intention was on 
the right track. In your own 
words (see reply to Geoff 
Martin's letter), " ..... the people 
who make up these Committees 
are ....... just rank and file 
pilots .... " Please don't suggest 
then Chris, that the 25 or 30 
individuals who turn up each 
year at the Convention are not 
truly representative of the 
attitudes and aspirations of the 
majority of Australia's hang 
glider pilots. 

Name Supplied. 



Editor's Note: 

Paragraph two of the Agree
ment between the State and Ter
itory Associations states: 

"The State and Territory Assoc
iations tl1utually agree with each 
other that they will exercise 
their voting power as members 
of the Association to ensure 
that no atention will be made 
to the Memorandum or Articles 
of Association which will confer 
upon the Association any rights 
over the assets of any State or 
Territory Association additional 
to the rights conferred upon the 
Association by the original Mem
orandum and Articles of Assoc
iation". 

As I said in the Edi torial, I 
have no wish to re-open old 
arguments, and used the 
example of the late-renewal fee 
purely to illustrate a particular 
point. 

If you feel that this section of 
the constitution is "mischievous
ly misleading", then I suggest 
you try to change it. 

There is nothing wrong with 
attempting to get people to re
new on time, nor with the use 
of a bureaucratic superstructure 
to make the administration of 
our ..affairs more efficient. The 
problem is that we have allowed 
bureaucratic imperatives to leak 
out of the domain of administ
ration and into the realm of pol
Icy. This leakage has resulted 
in some very crooked thinking. 
(I did not mean to imply that 
there was actually anything 
underhanded about the actions 
of the convention, which were 
made in good faith and without 
malice,.... but unfortunately 
without much forethought 
either). 

* * * * * 

WANTED ... 

for 

1985 N.S. W. Championships. 

Meet Head and Competition 
Officials 

Rates of pay and other details 
available on application. 

Enquiries: Craig Worth 
(065) 59 2713 

Written Applications: 
Craig Worth, 

N.S.W. Competition 
Organiser, 

Main Street, 
Hallidays Point. 

N.S.W. 2430 

F.A.l. Corner 
By F.A.I. Delegate, 

Denis Cummings. 

2. It's good to see some new F.A.I. sporting 
licences and observers certificates being 
issued. You can get yours by completing the 
form (on the back of the P.R.5 form) and 
sending $5.00 to: 

1. A National (Now "Australian") Sport Aviation 
Council meeting was held on 16th. July at 
Mangalore, Vic. The Mangalore Airport was 
inspected and all aviation groups have been 
asked to submit details of their needs 
A.S.A.P. 

The lack of communication and awareness of 
aviation groups is causing some concern. 
All sport aviation groups have been asked to 
prepare a short information statement, 
emphasising their operating procedures (espec
ially around other airspace users) so that a 
general sport aviation pamphlet can be pre
pared and circulated widely to all airspace 
users and regulators. 

The Australian Ultralight Federation outlined 
their present situation regarding negotiations 
with D.O.A. for recognition of ultralights and 
sensible, workable regulations for airworth
iness and training standards. The A.S.A.C. 
resolved to support the A.U.F. "in its efforts 
to prepare a new Airworthiness Standard and 
A.N.O. for ultralight aircraft for subsequent 
consideration and approval by D.O.A." 

A.S.A.C. was advised that progress towards 
a satisfactory A.N.O. for hang gliding was 
proceeding with a reasonably acceptable work
ing draft now completed and promulgation ex
pected soon. 

The Administrator - H.G.F.A., 
14 Balcombe Rd., 

MENTONE. VIC. 3194 

Phone: (03) 583 2315 

You will get your Sporting Licence, F.A.I. 
sporting codes, and Delta Bronze (if you 
have completed P.R.3 requirements) and 
Observer Certificate - pretty cheap for only 
$5.00. 

For any record claims, delta awards, inform
ation and claims forms, contact:-

F.A.I, Co-ordinator, 
Denis Cummings, 
Dights Crossing, 
Singleton. 2330 

Phone: (065) 72 4747 
3. Flying for Records and Awards (Part 2) 

Launch and Start: 

The observer must complete a launch/start 
form. The details include:- Time of launch 
(or release from tow), altitude of launch 
point, co-ordinates of launch point, and (for 
altitude gain records) the barametric pressure 
at the launch point. 
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If a · starting point or starting gate is used, 
the observer must complete details for 
launcn. Time, altitude, and co-ordinates 
m ustbe recorded. 

Tum Point(s): 

There are two ways to prove that a turn 
point has been reached. Either a photograph 
(taken in accordance with F.A.I. rules) or dir
ect observation by an Official Observer (who 
is on the ground at the turn point) of the 
entire aircraft passing outside the vertical 
projection of the centre of the turn point 
feature or pylon. Either way, an "Evidence 
of Reaching Turn Point Form" must be com-

pleted. For photo evidence, the film neg
ative must be UNCUT. For observed com
pliance, time at T.P. and estimated height 
at T.P. must be recorded by the Official 
Observer. 

Arrival at Goal: 

Here, it may be a landing at a goal or the 
passing of a finish line, depending on the 
task being performed. Time, co-ordinates, 
landing place (if not at goal) and altitude at 
finish point, must be recol-ded. 

Landing: 

Time of landing, co-ordinates, altitude must 
be recorded. This form may be either : . 

(~i~ 

(b) 

witnessed by the Official Observer, or 

witnessed by two independent observers, 
(e.g. at the end of an "Open Distance" 
task, where no "Finish Line" or "Goal" 
is involved). 

On landing, it is usual to take photos (~f 
using photographic evidence) until the roll IS 

completed. At this stage, the barograph, 
film, etc., must be given to the Official 
Observer, who must sign them and look after 

them for you. 

A Barogram Form and Baragraph Calibration 
must be collected. Altitude calculations may 
need to be made. 

f': , , 
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The 1985 Victorian Competitions got underway on 
the weekend of the 17th. February at Buangor, 
near Ararat. A field of 30 pilots had entered the 
comps, including South Australians Garry 
Fimmeri, George Kambas, Birgit Svens, Paul 
Kelly, Phil Flentje and Andrew Dawe. The Buan
gor pub lies at the base of the Mount Cole 
Range which itself offers the sites of Ben Nev
is, Buangor and Sugarloaf and also nearby Ever
sly and Langi-Gherang. The winds range from 
west through to north. 

The pub was the meeting place and phone in 
point all through the comps and all pilots, com
petition or not, owe a vote of thanks to Wal and 
his family for their hospitality, good food and 
drinks, showers and telephone answering service. 

Rob Van Der Klooster, Meat-Head, called the 
first task for the comps to be launched from 
Elmhurst and fly to Minyip, a distance of 96.5 
kms. Pilots negotiating all those gates to the top 
of Elmhurst found conditions strong, SE 20-30 
m.p.h. in a cloudless sky. Hang 3 pilots were ~x
cluded due to conditions which also caused fIve 
PR 4/5's to withdraw. 

The first heat (pilot flight order was randomly 
chosen for the first heat) of John Murby, Rob 
Davies, Rob Ruge, Harry Summons and Phil 
Flentje, eventually launched at 4 p.m. and ther
maIled away within 10 min. in rather choppy con
ditions. From this heat, Phil made goal, all 96.5 
kms., while next nearest was John Murby, Harry 
Summons, Garry Fimmeri, Alan Beavis and Don 
Rottman. 

Saturday, 23rd. Feb. the task was again at Elm
hurst and again strong 25-30 m.p.h., but wind 
from the E.S.E. which again meant that the poor 
PR 3's were excluded and some decided not to 
fly leaving a starting field of 20 divers. 

Conditions were bad with pilots only making 2 -
300 ft. above T.O. until a good cycle took aW<:lY 
a gaggle of 12 or so gliders gaining height to 
around 3 400 ft. above take off and well down , . 
wind. Garry Fimmeri did very well landing only 
26.8 km. short of the 110.8 kms. goal to Sheep 
Hills, (it's somewhere N.W. from T.O.). 

Seven of 20 gliders bombed out in front, some of 
the landing in the strong turbulance were inter
esting if not frightening, Neil Park landed in one 
of the valleys behind T.O. totally out of control. 

John Goodrich went over the back low, very low, 
it looked bad for him then he found a saver at 
about 2 - 300 ft., he circled for ever, and 
slowly climbed into good lift finally disappearing 
out of sight to land in Kenya 45 kms. away. 



Sunday, 24 Feb., the area presented pilots with 
a different challenge, North west, about 5 m.p.h. 
Take off was Ben Nevis, the goal out and return 
to Skipton and back to the Buangor pub, a mere 
95 kms., simple! Weak lift and blue sky present
ed different flying conditions for the competitors, 
most of whom found little joy away from the 
mountain, landing out no further than Middle 
Creek Camp ground. 

Only two people did well; Rob Davies, who left 
the take-off area very late and flew 28.5 kms. 
from T.O. and Myles. Myles flew a fantastic 
55 or so kms. with best height of about 4,000 ft. 
but he followed the wrong road and landed in 
Snake ValIey, 21 kms. past Skipton! 

And there was Gary's takeoff, carrying half of 
Buangor as ballast doesn't work in light wind, 
dragging a wing tip across the rocks added adren
alin to my already high hormone count, (she was 
lovely). 

Sunday, 3 March, Ben Nevis, wind N.W. 10 - 15 
m.p.h. Task, Skipton via the Red Kangaroo ser
vice station (on Buangor - Beaufort Road), a dog 
leg of 53.8 kms. Three made it, the quickest 
was john Murby and followed by George Kambas 
and then Mark Newland. Pilots lost time and dis
tance through navigational or flight plan errors. 

This round was uneventful except for the goal 
timer seeing a phantom glider, it was first! 

Saturday, 9 March, Ben Nevis, light wind, good 
ceiling, triangle T.O. to Lexton to turn point at 
railway overpass and western Hyw. back to the 
Buangor pub, a triangle of 68 kms. Excellent fly
ing conditions with plenty of cumulus clouds to 
markthe way. Many pilots made fil'st, some 
made second and two made home; Ian O'Neill, 
188 min. and Don Rottman, 206 min. It was a 
great spectacle for those who watched, a dis
appointment for those who only missed out by a 
few k's, like Stuart Davies, Mark Newland, 
George Kambas, etc. 

The day had its problem for some, Birgit Svens 
got lost and due to a misunderstanding, some 
went to the wrong point, costing them lost alti
tude and goal. 

The day also saw a free flyer; Shane Gleeson, in 
an Orion take off very late and fly to Beaufort 
and then to Buangor pub to land with the other 
two, a great flight, a great day. 

Sunday, 10 Mar. Strong northerly forced us to 
use Sugarloaf, a most disliked launch due to 
rough and tight takeoff with severe turbulance. 
Beautiful cu I s at 8 or 9,000 ft. a potential big 
distance day was lost due to delays, procrastinat
ion and difficulty in assuring a safe launch 
caused the day to be called off, which relieved 
some, frustrated others, especially those who had 
already launched or those who were willing to 
launch, oh the fun of being a meat head. 

Afterwards we were treated to a Bar-B-Q at the 
pub put on by Wal. Much drinking, eating and 
merryment was enjoyed, even after the frustrat
ing day everyone had had. 

Monday, 11 March. Sugarloaf again, many com
plaints, especially those with Magics? Task was 
set to Lake Bolac, 58.8 kms. the same as yester
day! All take-offs were good although Col Mac
rae let out an almighty cry of joy or fear, he 
wouldn't tell us. A pilot later told !TIe that his 
Initial fears of the Sugarloaf T.O. was unsubstant
iated, "it was a piece of piss", were his exact 
words. 

Four pilots made goal, in order of elapsed time 
Col Macrae; 135 min, Don Rottman; 129 min., 
Mark Newland; 129 min. and Garry Fimmeri 135 
min. 

Evan jones and Peter Davies showed that they 
could fly by almost making goal after being one 
of the last to launch In rapidly deteriorating 
conditions. 

The final positions after six strongly contested 
rounds were:-

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
ll. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 

Don Rottman 
Gary Fimmeri 
Mark Newland 
George Kambas 
john Murby 
Ian O'Neill 
Alan Beavis 
Rob Davies 
Harry Summons 
Stuart Davies 
Gary Hickson 
Evan jones 
Birgit Svens 
Phil Flenji 
Neill Park 
Peter Davies 
Col Macrae 
Myles Nott 
Paul Kelly 
Andrew Dawe 
Robert Ruge 
Tony Dennis 
David Wilson 
Ian Rees 
Ian Southwell 
Mick Mucha 
Bill Pain 
Ian Haigh 
Gavin Hill 
Gavin Bond 

4765 
4289 
4219 
4199 
3686 
3654 
3332 
3170 
3036 
2875 
2387 
2246 
2069 
2029 
1955 
1950 
1903 
1889 
1686 
1612 
1201 
971 
854 
810 
709 
651 
588 
562 
379 
377 

In conclusion I would like to thank all the un
named helpers like Mike Boonan, Noal Bear and 
the Drunk, Marie, my kids and Wal and his family 
at the Buangor pub. 

Rob and Marie Van der Klooster. 
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THE STANWELL PARK '1896' 

FREESTYLE HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIP 

by 
John Coby 

Competition Organiser 

Dear Pilot, 

I am planning to run the second ever Freestyle 
competition at Stanwell Park. The date has not 
been set yet but it will probably be around late 
January, early February, 1986. I think a suitable 
period after the Hargraves. 

What is freestyle Hang Gliding? Firstly, it is 
not aerobatics. Aerobatics is actually only about 
half of the freestyle discipline. The emphasis in 
Freestyle is not only on radicalness and aggress
ion; precision, accuracy, style, take offs and 
landings are all judged. Total flying ability is 
what is looked for. The freestyle format requir
es a site with smooth ridge lift and a good safe 
top landing area. 

Aerobatics can be performed with any suitable 
flying maching. Freestyle can only be performed 
with a hang glider. It is our competition. 

There will be four judges. They will judge four 
different aspects of flight. 

Manoeuvres 
Accuracy 
Style 
Landing 

50% of total score. 
- 20% of total score. 
- 15% of total score. 
- 15% of total score. 

This competition will begin with sixteen pilots, 
eight seeded and eight unseeded. The format will 
be one on one heats with losers dropping out. 

I expect the whole competition to be run off in 
under six hours. So it will all be over in one 
very exciting afternoon. 

As all the action happens quite close to the hill, 
it is a competition not only for the pilots but 
also for the spectators. If the first one is any
thing to go by the atmosphere towards the end 
of the competition will be electric. 

The entry fee will probably be $30.00 mainly to 
help boost prize money. All the money will go 
into prize money as the organisers will do their 
job for the love of it. 

I plan to approach all the various people in the 
Hang Gliding industryfor donations to the prize 
pool and shall announce the contributions in Sky
sailor. 

There will be three prizes. First, second and 
third. 

I hope that first prize will be a minimum of 
$1,000.00 • 
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I now appeal to our fledgeling Hang Gliding indus
try for support. Anything will do. Even $10.00 
will get you a "Thank you" in Skysailor. I ask 
the manufacturers, the schools or any individual 
to become sponsors of this new and very exciting 
competition. Every cent will go into prize 
money. 

Any pilot interested in entering, write me a 
letter as soon as you like. 
Address: 

John Coby, 
3A Raymond Road, 

THIRROUL. N.S.W. 2515 

Likewise anyone wishing to be a sponsor wri te 
me and I can send you more information. 

The competition will be described in more detail 
in subsequent Skysailors. Also entry forms will 
be printed. 

I may get more than sixteen entries. I will have 
to choose the best sixteen as fairly as I can and 
two reserves. Everyone else will receive their 
money back immediately. 

I hope to find the best freestylist in Australia in 
1986. I hope you can help me. 

TOWING GEAR AND CLASSES 

D.C. Tow Load 

Tow tension meters. 
"Delux" - with warning buzzer $150 + $5 P & P. 
"Economy" - no buzzer $130 + $5 P & P. 

Tow Bridles 

with low stretch rope $27. 50 + $2.50 P. & P. 
plus leader rope, tow rope, weak link twine, etc. 
P.O.A. 

Towing Classes 

Learn to tow with experienced instructor. 

Session 1 - for P.R.2 & 3 pilots. 
Session 2 - for P.R.4 & 5 pilots and pilots who 

have completed Session 1. 

For bookings and gear phone Denis Cummings 
(065) 72 4747, or write to:-

"Phoenix Park," 
Dights Crossing, 

Singleton. N.S. W. 2330 



" , " 
STOP PRESS 

SKYSAILOR has j ust been informed 

that BLUE STRATOS , s ponsor of the 

1985 Mt. Buffalo Classic, are un a ble 

to s~onsor the e vent in 1986 . 

H.G.F.A. Aministrator, Richard 

Dakers is currently attempting to 

secure an alternative sponsor, but 

due to the short notice, prospects 

for a fully professional event, 

along the lines of the 1985 

Classic, are doubtful. 

More news next month. 

FREESTYLE 83 
···· THE MOViE ···· 

The video-tape of the first 

Stanwell Pa rk Free Style Ha ng 
Gliding competition 

fedturlng 
Dan ny Scott 
Bruce Daniel 
Phil Mathewson 
Stew Kenwor thy 

Allan Daniel 
Steve Powt e r 
Rod Stevens 
Steve Hague 

r. t. 2hrs40mln vhs 
price $70 betd 
cheque~j & e coby 
3d rdymond rd. thrroul2S1S 

COOPLACURRIP A CUP 1985 

Entry Form 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone No ••..•........•.••••..•.... 

Pilot Rating: •.•.•••••••...•.•••••..•••.•.••••...•...••••.•• H.G.F .A. No ••••.•••.•••••••••••.. 
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CLOUOBASE 

HANG GLICING 

CENTRE 
BL.ACK HORSE FARM,HUME HVIIV, 

SUTTON FOREST 

(048) 789274 

Times thange, equipment 
develops, the hang gl iding 
stene is in tonstant flux • . . 

But CLOlDBASE s till offers the 
most tomprehens i ve hang glid 
ing instruttional programme i n 
Austral ia . 

We are not looking for the 
weekend thrill seeker. But if 
you are really seriou s about 
learning to pi lot a hang 
glider, CLOUDBASE tan organise 
a tourse that suits your 
Individual requirements, from 
two days to two weeks. 

Our tourses are I ive-in, full 
theory integrated programmes 
designed for Austral ian 
tonditlons. When you take one 
of our tourses you eat sleep 
and breathe hang gl id i ng. 

We supply all equipment, 
attonmodatlon, meals, third 
party insurante and deditated 
professional instruttion under 
the guidante of Ian Jarman 
(I-l>FA and USI£A Certified 
Instruttor) • 

RINi OR WRITE FOR INFORMATIGI 
Nfl OUR FREE BROOfJRE. 

CLOUDBASE -
THE PfO'"ESS law.. SO«X)L SINCE 

1980. 
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TOO MUCH VALUABLE SPACE 
IS USED IN SKYSAILOR 

FOR HUMOUR 

I think it's high time that light
hearted banter about diabetic 
lapse gradient, C of G, C of P, 
LID, Stereotype take-off etc. be 
given a spell, flying is serious. · 
I am qualified to submit a 
scientific hang gliding article, 
not only am I bustin' . with 
knowledge but whereas Russell 
Duncan needed a large area to 
perform a loop, I used only five 
metres, thus also recording the 
least ever lapsed time between 
take-off and top landing. I 
achieved this by standing in the 
A-frame during a squall as sugg
ested by Paul Hubbard. The 
tears in my leading edge, like 
the mistakes in my typing only 
got there by "accdient". I have 
valuable information from a new 
generation, space age, computer
brained robot with audio and vid
eo input-output, produced at the 
Spike Milligan Laboratories, Woy 
Woy. Norman Gunstan travelled 
daily from Wollongong to do 
most of the construction while 
Spike handled any correcting 
thought necessary, so you could 
say that Norm was the comput
er commuter and Spike was the 
computer disputer. 

They looked at their creation, 
saw that it was good and said, 
"we made this in our own 
image. Man has always wanted 
to know about the supernatural, 
let us ask this 'think-for-itself
robot' such a question". Norm 
who said his father had been 
dead for ten years, identified 
himself to the robot and asked 
it, "Where is my father?" Well 
you know what a Robot voice 
sounds like, a monotone falsetto 
or in this case, a castrato 
because they hadn't given it any 
testamonials; before you could 
express ten to the minus 
million, it replied, "Your father 
is fishing off the rocks at North 
Head". Norm was so dis
appointed. "Rubbish in, rubbish 
out", he said. Spike, patting 
him on the shoulder, said, "don't 
give up, try rephrasing the ques
tion". And he did, this time 
asking, "Where is the husband 
of my mother?" Back came the 
answer even before you could 
estimate the number of stars in 

the universe .... "Beep .. er .. duh .... 
beep .. he's been dead for ten 
years and your father is still 
fishing off the rocks at North 
Head". 

Well, I got every available bit 
of material that had ever been 
printed about hang gliding, had 
it fed into this computer and 
you will be amazed at the excit
ing results, it would home in on 
jargon. First why do we say A
frame whent it's not an "A" but 
a triangle? Simple, the news 
media is to blame. An early 
pilot was describing control as 
Weight shift in a Frame, and a 
journalist printed, Weight shift 
in A frame and the name stuck. 

The American pilots used the ex
pression "Trapeze". The old 
kites were trimmed with the 
base bar vertically under the C 
of G and pilots influenced by 
the barnstorming era, would 
vary the boredom of those sled 
rides, showing off their prowess 
in the A frame, standing, sitting 
backwards, hanging from the 
base bar by the knees or heels. 
One circus strong man actually 
flew from the highest mountain 
to the Californian coast, hang
ing from the base bar by his 
teeth while the band played 
"Over the Waves", (the skater's 
waltz) in G flat, would you 
believe! However as to be 
expected, he. suffered a mis-hap 
as he bowed to the cheering 
crowd on the beach, his tights 
split. 

Pilots who forgot to clip in 
would perform unrehearsed trap
eze acts trying to swing up into 
the A-frame, some made it, 
some didn't. 

What about the controversial, 
Uprights or Downtubes? Well 
we interacted with a program 
for the computer to settle this 
once and for all. It came up 
with alternatives, and comments 
as follows: 

UPRIGHT - no, not vertical. 
DOWNRIGHT - No, down is un
popular so it wouldn't be right. 
DOWNWRONG - nO,too negative 
DOWNTUBE - no, remember the 
down syndrome. 
UPWRONG no, contradictory 
(special remark: it would not 
surprise a robot to see this ill
ogical name catch on with 



humanoids and suffer the same 
fate as A-frame, becoming a 
Prong). 
UPTUBE - has everything going 
for it, positive, appeal for the 
surfing convert, this robot 
would insist on UPTUBE becom
ing compulsory. 

Finally BASE BAR. What could 
be more simple or logical than 
that, but just for the record I 
checked with the robot comput..; 
er, nothing is ever as simple as 
it first seems. I have a sneek
ing suspicion that the robot is 
beginning to show off its word 
processing capabilities, the ex
planation offered was that in 
the days before A-frames folded 
up in the cover along with the 
glider, pilots feared to leave 
their A~frames on the roof 
rack, otherwise the well cared 
for shiny thing would get 
swapped by some fiend hoping 
you wouldn't notice the re
placement had scratches, dog 
legs, stress marks, and seen 
more nose-ins than Barbara 
Streisand. 

\\ .. 7 ,..,... . 
/Y' 

Well, as often happened, this r------------------, 
pilot about to set up, noticed 
he'd forgotten his A-frame. 
Through an alcoholic haze of 
Friday night memories, he 
phoned up his favourite boozer, 
the Bar One Hotel Basement 
Bar, called Base Bar, for short, 
and the reply! "Hello this is the 
bar one hotel base bar, yes I 
remember you, the base one of 
the group that all, bar one, was 
barred from the bar one base 
bar by the base barman, and 
yes, your A-frame is resting on 
it's base bar right here in the 
base bar". The pilot had his 
C.B. jammed on at the time 
and the entire flying fraternity 
got the expression indellibly im
pressed on their minds. 

I've never smoked these home
made cigarettes before, got a 
funny smell, haven't they? 
Your truly senile delinquent, 
"Chicken George" Smith. 
(Non de Plume, the ghost writer 

In the Skysailor. 

SYDNEY PILOTS' TOWING CLUB 

A meeting will be held at 
Gary Morgan's residence: 

1 Bond Place, 
(cnr. Osprey Drive), 

ILLAWONG. 

on Saturday, 12th. October, 
at 7.00 p.m. 

The object of the meeting is to 
elect officers and to organise 
future towing trips. 

ALL WELCOME 

(including wives, husbands, boy
friends, and girlfriends). 

Please bring a plate! 
(With something nice on it). 
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Last month N.S.W.H.G.A. allo
cated funds to pay for the 
necessary materials for a ramp 
at Blackheath, which should be 
under construction soon. N.S. W. 
H.G.A. has money available for 
local clubs to help in site clear
ing, ramp construction, signs 
etc. However, unless a site 
guide is provided then no money 
will be forthcoming. 

It is impossible to expand our 
N.S. W. Site Guide unless some
body contributes. It seems sim
ilar to the N.S.W. State Comps, 
where people are quick to crit
icize and slow to contribute. 

Whilst speaking of Blackheath, 
recently an experienced pilot 
took off without his helmet 
(how irresponsible!) despite a 
pre-flight check and the wire 
assistance of two other exper
ienced pilots. The importance 
of a full pre-flight check cannot 
be overstressed, (at least he had 
his leg-loops on). 

So until next month, fly far, 
stay high - bye bye! 

Adam. 
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1985 N.S. W. STATE TITLES -
WHERE AND WHY 

Controversy abounds regarding 
the venue for the N.S.W. State 
Comps. Our much maligned 
committee has a few points to 
offer:-

In May Skysailor Bob Barnes 
wrote:-

"Please don't hesitate to write 
to me ••• or ring ••• if you have a 
positive suggestion or idea in re
gard to the N.S.W. State Comp
~tition, or any Competition. 
I II listen and help in any way 
I can. 

If it's a good competition you 
want, then give me some feed
back which I can pass on to 
N.S.W.H.G.A. Try these for 
starters:-

What kind of venue doe you 
want? 

Can you suggest a good venue? 

When do you want the 
competition? 

Can you help in regard to 
organisation? 

Let's have a response". 

No response was forthcoming. 
Subsequently, Bob's phone bill 
spiralled as he attempted to 
gauge pilot opinion. 

Meanwhile, proposals were 
received from Dennis Cummings 
and Craig Worth regarding a 
Tow-Comp. and a Ridge-Launch 
~omp at Cooplacurripa respect
lvely. Due to printing deadlines 
and monthly time-lag between 
magazines Dennis' Tow-Comp. 
proposal was aired . first. 
However, in .l.!!!i:. Skysailor Bob 
noted with that proposal: 

"I am still continuing the search 
for the best N.S. W. ridge-launch 
venue .••• Cooplacurripa could 
provide an excellent camp 
sorry, compo site if developed •••• 
the owner is keen to provide 
much of this, 
should a committment be made". 

This committment has been 
made with the receival of Craig 
Worth's proposal. Cooplacurrlpa 
has many advantages as the ven
ue for the State Comps., not 
the least being that the greater 
proportion of funds are to be 
invested in permanent facilities 
(i.e. toilets, showers and mess 
hall), and the cost to the indiv
idual pilot will be substantially 
less; given that the average 
hang-glider pilot is not over
endowed with excess cash. 

Obviously we can't please all 
pilots all the time. Given the 
non-existant feedback the 
N.S.W. Committee made the cor-
rect decision after lengthy 
debate over the proposals 
received. 

The Cooplacurripa proposal was 
accepted in the light of being 
of most benefit to the majority 
of N.S.W. pilots. 

Trevor Gardner, 
Secretary N.S.W.H.G.A. 



COMPETITION NEWS 

By Bob Barnes, 
N.S.W. Competition Co-ordinator 

N.S.W. State Competion 

As you may have been informed 
by the time you read this, the 
1985 N.S.W. Championships will 
be held at Cooplacurripa from 
23/11/85 to 1/12/85 inclusive. 
This decision was reached at 
the July meeting of the N.S.W. 
H.G.A. after lengthy discussions 
and consideration. 

Submissions were received from 
Denis Cummings for a "Flat
lands" style comp., and from 
Craig Worth for the Cooplacurr
ipa venue. Both presented 
strong points in favour of their 
respective organisation, each 
with a budget of approximately 
$4,000 for 50 pilots. 

My final recommendation was 
given to Cooplacurripa mainly 
on the basis that:-

(a) Over 60% of the competition 
budget would be spent on 
site development, i.e. access 
roadworks, shower and toilet 
facilities. Additionally the 
owner had pledged $2,000 in 
building materials and assist
ance plus re-investment of 
camping fees, (say, $1,000), 
raised at the comp., toward 
facilities; in effect $3,000. 
This is what I call having 
the landowner on side! Most 
of the labour towards this 
would be provided, with the 
co-operation of the newly 
formed Mid-Coast Hang Glid
ing Association. Plenty of 
expertise in the building 
trades has been enthusiastic
ally volunteered. 

(b) Catering and food storage 
facilities are also to be pro
vided for in the competition 
budget. Jane J arman, upon 
request, has agreed to organ
ise meals at the competition 
at very reasonable rates. 
Those of you who are famil
iar with the excellent cuisine 
at "Black Horse Farm" will 
be exci t ed at the prospect 
of "real good" cooking and 
nourishing food (vegetarians 
catered for with notice). 
Please note that the nearest 

Peter South 

through its 

10 metre sand 

shops are 30 to 40 kms. 
away. If everyone supports 
the catering we will all bene-
fit with cheap meals. 
Obviously, payment in 
advance is required to allow 
effective organisation. 

The tow compo organisation was 
"spot on" but none of the bud
get was to be recouped as 
above. Also it is difficult to 
match a gift of $3,000 from the 
Coopla. landowner. 

An important issue arose regard
ing "flatlands" flying, mountain 
flying and future trends. From 
the point of view that some 
different skills are needed in 
each of these forms of compet
ition, curent trends lean towards 
a "mountain style" competition. 
i.e. the '85 Nationals and next 
World Comps. are to be held at 
Mt. Buffalo and all major world 
meets are held at this kind of 
venue. 

In light of excellent conditions 
on the flatlands, and inherent 
advantages of towing of being 
able to have several launches, 
who knows what the future may 
bring? 

Many side issues arise in this 
area and strong arguments exist 
for each point of view. 

puts his CB 200 

paces on a 

dune. c. 1 977 • 

Further Points in Favour of a 
Coopla. Comp.: 

(a) The Coopla. ridge 
an excellent venue 
style of competition; 
Iy the best available 
Iy used competition 
N.S.W. 

provides 
for this 
certain
current-
site in 

(b) Pilot interaction and com
radeship would be at a max
imum in the atmosphere of 
a compo situation. After all 
this is mostly what comps. 
are all about; learning from 
each other through compet
ing. 

(c) An economy package is prov
ided; cheap meals and camp
ing in pleasant surroundings 
- important for the up and 
coming pilot on a "budget" 
account. 

(d) Competition rules and tasks 
will be in accordance with 
recommendations from the 
National Competitions Comm
ittee. 

(e) This competition may lead 
towards the establishment 
and development of a N.S.W. 
competition site which would 
benefit organisation and re
duce costs of future compet
itions. 
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You will find an entry form and 
further details in this issue of 
Skysailor. It's my hope to see 
many new faces this year. I'm 
sure we have talented pilots yet 
to appear, who one day could 
well represent Australia. To all 
those: you will be made 
welcome if you come with an 
open mind and the motivation 
to have a good time. 

P.S. 
Entry fees are being subsidised 
by N.S. W.H.G.A. by about $30 
per pilot, i.e. real entry fee 
$80.00; you pay $50.00. 

Byron Bay Competition: 

Ian l-lird hopes to organise a 
competition around the second 
week in November; somewhere 
between Eungella and the 
N.S.W. titles. All welcome; 
ring Ian on (066) 88 4203 for 
details. 

1985 N.S.W. CHAMPIONSHIPS 

(1) Venue: Cooplacurripa 

(2) Dates: Saturday 23/11/85 · to 
1/12/85 inclusive. 

(3) Entry Fee : $50.00 

(4) Entries must be received by 
20/10/85. Money refundable 
at the discretion of the 
organiser. 

(5) Forward entry to: 

N.S.W. State Championship, 
C/- Bob Barnes, 

Lot 1 The Lakes Way, 
Pacific Palms. 

N.S.W. 2428 

(6) Catering: Breakfast and 
Dinner provided for an addit
ional cost of $50.00 for the 
whole compo period; payable 
with entry fee. Meals may 
be paid for on a daily basis 
but at a far more expensive 
rate due to short notice. 

(7) Petrol can be purchased on 
site. 

(8) Camping Fees will be a 
cheap $12.00 per head, (child
ren free). The facilities will 
be fairly basic but adequate. 
Possibly hot, but only cold 
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showers at present, but with 
unlimited water and flushing 
toilets. 

(9) Entry Open to P.R.4, P.R.5 
pilots with current N.S. W. 
H.G.A. membership. Inter
state flyers welcome on sim
ilar condi tions. 

(10) Equipment needed: a safe 
glider, altimeter, parachute, 
camera, (two films at least) 
C.B. radio. 

(11) Further details will be for
warded on receipt of entry. 

THE COOPLACURRIPA CUP 

The Mid-North Coast Hang Glid
ing Association presents the 

premier Competition of 1985: 

When? October 5,6,7 

Who? 

Where? 

Labour Day Long 
Weekend. 

Entry Open to P.R.4 
and 5 pilots, and 
P.R.3 Pilots with sig
nificant inland flying 
experience. 

Cooplacurripa, 30km. 
past Mt. George on 
Nowendoc/Tamworth 
Road. 

The Prize? The Covet ted CooJr 
lacurripa Cup, a 
perpetual trophy in 
its inaugural year. 

Cost? $10.00 entry fee 
which includes camJr 
ing fees for the 
weekend. 

Entries must be received by 30th 
September and forwarded to 

Cooplacurripa Cup, 
C/- R.A. Barnes, 

Lot 1 The Lakes Way, 
Pacific Palms. N.S.W. 2428. 

Enquiries: (065) 54 0416 

What You 
Need: 

What is (1) 
Offered: 

A safe glider, Alti
meter, parachute. 
P.R. 4/5 Tasks re
quire a camera as 
well. 

The chance of some 
great flying above 
a steep 2,000 ft. 
A.G.L. (3,000 ft. 
A.S. L.) 15 km. ridge 
bordering the Great 
Divide. 

(2) Away from it all 
camping in a mag
nificent valley beside 
a fast flowing moun
tain stream. Facil
ities may be limited 
so be prepared to 
camp, swim in the 
"mountain fresh" 
Coopla. River for a 
wash, and feed your
self the whole week
end. There are no 
nearby shops or 
pubs, but this is 
compensated for by 
fresh air, sunshine 
and incredible 
scenery. 

VHGA 
I\JEWS, VIEWS & STUFF 

At the recent (August) Southern 
Meeting a new V.H.G.A. comm
ittee was elected. 

President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Publicity 
Representative 

-John 
- Colin 
-Fiona 

-Michael 

Walmsley 
Macrae 
Rausch 

Cock
burn 

Comp Director -Rob Vander 
Klooster 

Simon McCracken 
-Don Rottman 

Pilot 1&2 Rep. 
Skysailor Ed. 

Full details concerning the new 
members will be published next 
issue. 

As re-elected editor I'd like to 
suggest that this magazine is 
predominantly a PILOT'S maga
zine, conveying ideas and opin
ions from pilots all over Austra
lia. I got the impression from 
a large proportion of the mem
bers at the A.G.M. that they 
felt there were not enough 
articles in the Victorian Section. 



May I point out again that it is 
a Pilot's magazine and for it to 
be interesting and informative 
the articles have to come from 
everybody, not just me. So pull 
your fingers out, put pen to pap
er and write something. There's 
heaps to write about, the venue 
changes for the Nationals for 
starters. I will, however, due to 
popular demand, be placing the 
minutes of every committee 
meeting in "Skysailor". If you 
write an article or draw an ill
ustration to be submitted to 
"Skysailor" feel free to give it 
to me at the Southern meeting 
as it's sometimes easier than 
having to post it. 

Mark Alford has offered his 
creative talents and is willing 
to help me make this section of 
"Skysailor" the most read edit
orial, so until next issue, keep 
your nose down. 

Vic. Ed. 

W.A. Look Out! 

Narrowly escaping the clutches 
of the Victorian Police, wanted 
for crimes ranging from flying 
whilst under the influence to 
suspected forgery, (something to 
do with .~ PHD) Missile Murby, 
alias E.J. also known as John E. 
Murby was last seen in a stolen 
Subaru heading east, police sus
pect this was a ploy initiated 
to give them a bum steer. Fly
ers in the S.A. and W.A. states 
are advised to be on the look
out for this competent flyer. 
His last words heard by Con- . 
stable Hermans, who narrowly 
escaped serious injury when a 
Yamaha RD 400G believed to 
have belonged to Missile Murby 
was thrown at him as he was 
trying to comprehend the sus
pect. 

He reported later that the last 
words heard from the fleeing 
criminal as he disappeared into 
the wild blue yonder was some
thing about avoiding the Victor
ian AGM in August. This man 
may be armed and dangerous, 
he has been known to eat 
Met.eors for breakfast, set tasks 
at competitions and be the only 
one to complete them, win 
comps that he's organised, and 
leave fellow competitors strand
ed in towns all night. The exact 

whereabouts of this man is un
known, if any person(s) feel 
they may know his whereabouts, 
but are uncertain if it is the 
suspect, the simplest test is to 
make him s.et up a GTR 162 in 
less than 3 hours, if he fails, 
you've got the man. 

Good luck. 

Nod. 

HANG GLIDING ASSOCIA liON 
BOX 212. MORNINGSIDE. BRISBANE . a 4170 

Would all flyers who fly at the 
Sunshine Coast please note the 
following • paragraph from a 
letter received by me from 
D.O.A. It reads:-

"At the Regional Airspace Plan
ning Committee meeting on the 
14th. May, 1985 the matter of 
hang gliding at Point Cartwright 
near Maroochydore, Was raised. 
At that time it was thought 
that approval could be given for 
this location. Further investigat
ion however, revealed that 
approval was not possible. 

As you are aware A.N.O. 95.8 
which relates to hang gliding 
operations is currently being pre
pared for re-issue. It may be 
possible, when the order is re
issued, to approve some areas 
of the Sunshine Coast, within 
Maroochydore Control Zone, but 
greater than 18 kms. from the 
Maroochydore Aerodrome, for 
hang gliding up to 300 ft. above 
ground level. Application for 
these operations would have to 
be made by your association. 
Signed K.J. Doyle for Regional 
Director". 

Action is being taken immediate
ly with those concerned, and I 
will notify you in Skysailor as 
to all results achieved. Until 
then, please take care if you 
are flying in these areas. 

I would appreciate hearing as 
soon as possible from all Qld. 
pilots who intend going to Mt. 
Buffalo for the Classic and/or 

the Australian Nationals this 
year. This will enable the 
Q.H.G.A. committee to formu
late the state team and co
ordinate the planning of tran
sport, accommodation, entry 
fees and funding for this team. 

Efforts ARE continuing to com
plete the take-off area for 
Double Island Point and hope
fully some results will be visible 
soon. 

For any enquiries 
Q.H.G.A. and its 
please address all 
ence to 

concerning 
activities, 

correspond-

"The Secretary, 
P.O. Box 212, 
Morningside. 

Brisbane. Qld. 4170. 

Till next time, Fly High! 

Jerry Furnell, 
President. 

INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION 
PROGRAMME 

There will be Instructor Certif
ication and Instructor Re-certif
ication Program mes held in Bris
bane and Eungella. 

All Accredited Coaches and 
those who wish to become 
Instructors are required to 
attend. 

Dates to be announced. 

Minimum requirements for new 
Instructors:-

PR4 Rating and Safety Officer 

Must supply copy of First Aid 
Certificate (current) before 
Accreditation verified. 

All applications to be addressed 
to:-

The Coaching Direct()r, 
Q.H.G.A., 

P.O. Box 212, 
Morningside. 4170 

, 
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COMPETITION NEWS 

Some people may think that due 
to lack of news that Eungella 
isn't on so to put their minds 
at rest I've put pen to paper to 
give you some details. 

First the dates are 21st. Oct. 
to 27th. October with the North 
Queensland Championships on 
25th, 26th and 27th. 

This year the results will be en
tered on the National Ladder, 
hence the reason for running 
it over seven days. For those 
that can't make it for the 
week, we will still have the nor
mal Eungella competition on . 
25th., 26th. and 27th. October 
and is open to any PR4 pilot 
with parachute, altimeter and 
C.B. radio (Channel 10 is need
ed:- 27.125 Mhz). 

Prizemoney should be similar to 
last year ($2,800) or more. 
Last year prize money was paid 
down to 10th. place, so you 
don't have to be a real hot-shot 
to get into the money. 

Pilots intending to fly may send 
their entry fee to :-

Graeme Etherton (Ethel) 
43 Thomson Street, 

Aitkenvale. 
Townsville. 4814. 

Entry fee will be $40 for the 
week or $30 for the three days. 
You can take a chance and pay 
at the Chalet on the 19th. and 
20th. October, but the competit
ion will be limited to 60 pilots. 
Pilots will fly in groups of five 
and with an all new and fair 
scoring system developed by 
Paul Mollison it should make it 
an even better competition. We 
have asked D.O.T. for a much 
bigger flying area but we will 
still be flying east of the Chal
et. Speaking of the Chalet; 
there is a new owner again 
(another owner we have to 
train). There are quite a few 
improvements to the Chalet:
Sealed car park, new beds and 
completely repainted, to name 
just a few. Anyone wishing to 
book a room should do so soon. 

Phone (079) 58 4509 
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NobbyNot.s 
Hello again everyone! Well, the 
winter westerlies have been 
great this year and the fine 
weather has meant lots of fly
ing time for most pilots. It's 
good to see some of our novice 
flyers getting good flights off 
the larger hills. 

N.A.S.S.A. now meets on the 
first Monday of each month in 
Rock Arena at the Mansfield 
Tavern, Wecker Rd., Mansfield, 
Starting at 7".30 p.m. All are 
most welcome. 

Nobby T-shirts are available at 
only $10.00 and can be bought 
from the club treasurer, Barry 
Edwards. They look great, so 
get yours now while stocks last. 

I'm still waiting to hear from 
Nobby members intending to go 
to Eungulla this year and those 
continuing on to Cairns. Please 
contact me soon on 399 6108 so 
we can arrange transport, 
accommodation, and send up a 
really good team effort. 

The fly-a-thon to raise money 
for the Sporting Wheelies was 
a great sucess and the Sporting 
Wheelies Association have asked 
me to extend their deepest 
thanks to all participating fly
ers. The day proved to be 
excellent for soaring and some 
thermalling and most of us had 
many flights. Of the 38 gliders 
on Tamborine, we had a total 
of 24 in the air at one time! 
Plenty of Wheelies turned up to 
watch though most didn't leave 
their cars due to the high chill 
in the wind. The money we 
raised has been used to help 
send the Wheelies over to the 
International Wheelchair Games 
in Stoke-Mandeville, England 
(july 28 - August 4, 1985). For 
those who haven't yet sent the 
money they raised the address 
is: 

"The Sporting Wheelies and 
Disabled, 

24 Ross Street, 
Newstead. 4006. 

This year the Nobby Christmas 
Party will be held on Friday 29 
Nov., in the Reef and Beef Res
taurant at the Mansfield Tavern. 

For around $20 to $25 per head 
you will receive a set three 
course meal plus all you can 
drink. A 25% disc. will most 
likely be available on the cover 
charge for those who wish to 
party on to live bands later in 
Rock Arena. It is anticipated 
that the club will subsidise the 
costs for club members attend
ing. I'd appreciate hearing 
from any non-club members who 
would like to attend so I can 
finalise numbers. 

I'd like to thank Dick Lys for 
his efforts to replace the old 
sign on the Nobby gate with a 
nice, clearly worded new one. 
Also, I'd like to thank Fred 
Brookes for his work in teaching 
other club members the proced
ures for towing. 

Until next month, Fly High 
everyone! 

Jerry Furnell, 
President. 

CAIRNS CORNER 

At an ultralight meeting held 
up here recently, a young bloke 
was trying to convince an elder
ly member as to the advantages 
of planes with canards, e.g. 
more stable, more responsive, 
etc., to which the older 
gentleman replied, "Ya' don't see 
too many birds wearing 'em" ...... I 

thought that was a pearler. 

Like it or not, that introduction 
bears no relation to this seg
ment of club news. 

We've been enjoying our flying 
up here over the last month or 
so, with nice sea breezes for 
the sea eagles amongst us and 
some reasonable cloud bases for 
the "wedgies". 



1986 AUSTRALIAN HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

DATES: QUALIFIER .............. January 7,8,9 VENUE: MT.BUFFALO,VICTORIA 
MAIN COMPETITION ....... January 11-18 

FIELD SIZES: Q~ALIFIER - 50 of which approximately 15 will be available for 
overseas pi lots. 

MAIN COMPETITION - 50 of which 40 will be State team members and 10 
from the Qualifier. 

STATE TEAMS: Will be based on the proportion of P.R.5 and P.R. 4 pilots in each 
State.Minimum of 2 per team. 

ENTRY FEE: TO BE PAID BY DECEMBER 15th,1985 (Amount will be advised next month.) 

MEET DIRECTOR: It has been decided to set the 'Meet Head's' fee at $750 (yes,$750) 
PLUS reimbursement for out of pocket expenses such as petrol,phone 
calls,accomodation etc. If you think you can handle the job,apply 
NOW! Total budget excluding Meet Head's fee and prizes will be 
approximately $2500. 

Of note is the construction of 
the shelter over the conversat
ion pit at the Gillies, and we're 
about to install a rainwater 
tank and other accessories, re: 
last month's mag. This leads 
me to report on the progress of 
the competition on the 2nd. and 
3rd. November. On the Satur
day night, the club will supply 
a barbecue tea and breakfast 
on Sunday, both at minimal 
cost. We're hoping to have 
some bunks built into the shelt
er area. It beats sleeping on 
the ramp as per last year. I 
know there are some who'd like 
the comforts of the Bay Village 
Motel and the night life of 
Cairns midweek, so those con
templating such, could they 
write or phone: -

Mike Koopman, 
C/- Bay Village Motel, 

227 Lake St., 
Cairns. 4870 

Phone: (070) 51 4622 

with a deposit of about $20 or 
so to confirm a room. I'd 
expect a ' maximum of four 
nights would cover it, i.e. Tues. 
- Fri. inclusive. On the Sunday 
night, we plan to come back to 
town, clean up for the barbecue 
in the surrounds of the Bay 

Village , then the closing pres
entations and the drawing of 
our raffle for a computer - the 
little number we won a few 
months ago. I'd like to emphas
ize that Mike Koopmen from 
Bay Village would appreciate 
early notice of those staying, as 
the tourist season is heavily 
booked this year. Ta! 

On a related subject, between 
Eungella and Cairns, most of us 
will probably stay at or near 
Ethels place in Townsville - on 
ya' mate - and go sailing as we 
did last year, or go go go car 
towing out at Macrossan, near 
Charters Towers. Recently Eth
el and friends obtained approval 
to use the strip, and Ethel 
clocked up 50 kms. and a num
ber of those present flew 28 
kms. into Charters Towers. The 
lure of the pubs! Sounds a 
good way for us to spend a day 
or two. 

About mid August every year a 
running race takes place up and 
down the slopes of Walshs' Pyr
amid, just south of Cairns - apt
ly named if you've seen it. To 

coincide with this, ten of us 
arranged for a chopper to take 
our gliders and gear to the 
top, while we laboured on foot 
to its summit - all 3,000' of it. 
This same type of flight 
occurred two years ago, how
ever, this year the weather was 
excellent with almost everyone 
enjoying good thermalling in 
the Mulgrave Valley and over 
Gordonvale, before landing at 
their golf course ••••• risky? No, 
they loved it and applauded 
every landing. 

When you come up in November 
have a look at the Pyramid. 
The winner of this race ran 
from Gordonvale to the mount
ain, up and down it and back to 
Gordonvale in 1 hr. 18 min. -
incredible. 

Look forward to seeing you all 
at Eungella where we'll have 
our T-shirts on sale. Eungella 
21-27 tho October and Cairns 
2nd. and 3rd. November. 

Glen Kraemer, 
Secretary, 
Cairns Hang Gliding Club. 
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MOYES MEGA III 170 (P.R.3) 

Good condition. Excellent 1st. 
enclosed X-bar glider. Good L.D. and 
sink rate, nice handling. 

Phone Dave: (08) 2981320 

MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.1) 

Maroon L.E. White mainsail. Myler 
inserts. Kept in very good condi tion. 

$1,200.00 

Ring Scott: (08) 79 5132 (h) 
(08) 332 4188 (w) 

nsw 
MOYES METEOR 190 (P.R.III) 

White Mainsail. Multi colour under
surface. Tight, clean sail. Excellent 
Air Frame "No Coastal corosion". Ask
ing around $600.00. 

Ring Allen on (067) 22 3776 

MOYES MEGA II (P.R.1 

Black leading edge. Red, orange and 
yellow sails. Very good condition. 
Plus Moyes cacoon harness (sky blue 
wi th red and yellow stripes). All for 
$550.00. Excellent Buy!! --

Phone Greg: (02) 648 0753 

MISSILE 180 (P.R.3) 

Missile 180 in very good condition, 
little flown exchange for Mars 170 in 
good condition, possible financial 
adjustment, or sell and buy. Recently 
purchased, but being a beginner, need 
Mars. 

Please ring Charles after 7 p.m. 
(02) 5873747 

MARS 1 70 - (P • R. 1 ) 

Good condition. $1,100.00 

Phone Phil: (02) 957 3010 
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MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.1) 

Red, blue and white. Excellent con
dition. Harness included. Pilot go-
ing overseas. 

$1,500.00 O.N.O. 

Phone Peter: (02) -708 1543 

AIRBOrtNE 2 SEATER TR I KE Set up 

wi t h dua l controls f o r t owing and 

trainingr Maintained in very good 

co ndition. Spare pro p , two fu e l 

tanks+l ong-ra nge t ank, towing bridl es, 

and ropes. G.T 2 14 wing also in 

good condition. $52 50. Trailer a lso 

available if required. 

SABRE 177 (P.R 4) Excellent condi tion 

Yellow/red. $1350 

BACKPACK HARNESS with chute. $2 60. 

(049)7 52 0 35 . Stewart 

SABRE 177 (P.R 4) Super clean SURF
KOTE sail. Total performance package 

with smooth, light h andling. HAS 

OUTGLIDED A "NIMBUS-3" AND OUTSUNK A 

HELIUM BALLOON!! (true!). Asking 

$ 300,000,000.12, but you can probab

ly beat me down t o aroud $ 13 50. 

Mark Barnfield. (02)661 3609. 

RADIO REALI STIC 

C.B. Comes with 

mik e , trailing 

ba t tery pack. 

for Q.E2. 

18 channel hand held 

nicads, charger, hand

aeri a l a nd ext e rna l 

$130-00 or swap 

AIJBORN PI TCH CONN ECTION As used on 

F-16s. Gold a nno dised with ha n gloops 

a nd speci a l padd ed clip-in shackle. 

BRAN D NEW AND VERY FAST! 

Alan- (042 )94 ~ 9! 9 

MC YES MARS 170 (P. R.l) Must sell 

fast! 198 4 model. Blue L.E, rainbow 

u.s. Ap ron ha rness, P .A parachute, 

windmet~r, sexy helmet- "a ll as new. 

5 1500 the l o t. Ph. Marc (062) 85 1422w 
(O C,2 ) '; ',2408h 



MOYES MEGA MAJOR (190) P.R.1 

This grand old behemoth has recently 
had its sail retightened and batten 
pockets stitched. Almost new glider 
bag. Rip me off for only $850.00 O.N.O 

Phone Rolfus Erroneous: 
(02) 73 5212 (a.h.) 
(02) 797 5757 x 783 

(b. h. ) 

SWIFT 170 (P.R.3) 

V.B., New A-Frame, luff lines, dipole 
antenna. Did 95 kms. on its first 
attempt at towing! A well maintained 
glider. 

$450.00 

Phone Dave: (02) 94 5628 

MARS 170 (P.R.1) 

Mint condition, built 1984, with orig
inal apron harness. One owner. White 
with yellow lead edge. 

$1,050.00 

Phone Stan: (02) 524 4098 

MOYES MEGA II (P.R.1) 

Very good condition. Good kite for 
training, up to intermediate flight. 
30% double surface. 176 sq.ft. Easy 
to handle. 

$700.00 O.N.O. 

Phone Wayne: (02) 406 6709 

MOYES DOUBLE CONNECTION: 

Make your heavyweight glider into a 
soft touch dream machine! 

$150.00 

Phone Bob Barnes: (065) 54 0416 

MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.1) 

Blue and white. Great Condition - no 
tears or bends. 

$1,050.00 

Desperation Sale Price. Will deliver. 

Phone Bob Barnes: (065) ' 54 0416 

act 
MOYES GTR 162 (P.R.4) 

Low air time, light blue under surface, 
white leading edge, royal blue top pan
el. Must sell. 

Phone John: 

$1,500.00 O.N.O. 

(062) 88 8693 (h) 
(062) 81 9252 (w) 

qld 
MOYES G.T. 170 (P.R.3) 

White L/E (Surfcoat), red U/S with bat
ten profile and book. Made in begin
ning '84. 

$1,150.00 

Phone Marc: (07) 271 3594 

MOYES GTS 170 (P.R.3) 

White top surface, yellow undersurface, 
white trailing edge. This glider is 
in good condition and flys well. 
Car Roof Rack System compr1s1ng of 
three pieces which mount off a front 
bull bar, on the roof gutter rails and 
also off a tow bar. Designed to 
carry three gliders in real comfort. 
Each section is fully foam padded and 
contains a centre "u" shaped section. 

Phone Ian: 

$130.00 

(03) 555 4810 (a.h.) 
(03) 762 8292 (b.h.) 

We 

MOYES G.T. 180'(P.R.3) 

G.T.R. sail cut, batten profile, speed 
bar and V.B. Flies real nice. 

$1,350.00 

Phone Ross: (095) 61 1311 
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The Foil is an innovative, aerodynamically clean 
wing, designed to reduce drag, increase perform
ance and handling characteristics! 

The Foil's better lifting ability at lower speed 
allows you to fly a smaller glider with unheard
of minimum sink rates! 

The Foil means you can fly with a higher wing 
loading and benefit from a broader speed range 
and a better L:D at high speeds! 

The Foil is available to test fly now! 

Contact Enterprise Wings or your local dealer. 

Available in three sizes: 
165, 155, 140. 

ENTERPRISE WINGS 
Factory 1 .-: 189 Parkes St., 

Helensburgh. N.S. W. 2508 

Tel. (042) 94 2052 

Craven Promotions 



~ --.. 
~ 
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We could rave on and on about Steve Moyes 
and Ricky Duncan flying GTR's to 1 sf and3rd 
places in the 19~5 Grouse Mt. World 
Invitational Hang Gliding Championships ... 
But for the maiority of Australian Pilots who 
iust like to have a good time in the air, we'd like 
to point out that the GTR is also a very nice 
glider to fly. 

~ GTR162VG 
~ ~~ GTR 175 VG 

What more can we say? 

173 BRONTE RD., WAVERLEY, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2024. (02) 387-5114 
Craven Promotions 


